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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

L~~~ ™~ To the GREAT Membership of
UPCOMING WAUC,
May was a great month for our
PRESENTATIONS club! Lots of good information ex-

July 11th MAKE NOTE OF DATE
—J JJohnson — Video Chat

August — Bill James — What’s New With
Chromebooks

September — Judy Taylour — Kitchen Auto-
mation

October — Bob Gostischa — New Cyberse-
curity

November — Don Skarda & Jim Hempel —
Your House and Car Are Spying on You

December — Annual WAUC Christ-
mas Party

ke " — =

changes during our general meet-
ing, at our SIGS AND at the 5
Thursday event!

I will not bore you with info on the
general meeting or the SIGS as it is
in this newsletter, HOWEVER, we
had 18, YES 18 people that I count-
ed attending the 5™ Thursday. Lots of great questions. We
had Jim Hempel, Peter Lee, Terry Harvey, Brian Behling
and myself there to help people. Peter Lee, our iPhone/iPad
specialist, did not have any questions on Apple products but
he DID help someone with Android phone questions!! Isaw
Jim helping answer questions, I saw Terry helping a couple
of people, and Brian checking groups to answer questions.
Kathy Mueller had some Excel questions on a program she
was using for another organization and was directed to me. I
answered her original question, and then showed her some
extra ideas to use for formatting and more. She said that was
all extremely helpful!

This 5™ Thursday event was a real show of members heleing
members, which is the mission of our club!! Our next 5'
Thursday event is August 29™! Put that on your calendar!
Just so everyone is aware, that anyone can attend our Lead-
ership meetings. If you want to attend, please let me know
and I will invite you!

ALSO, if you have questions between meetings, please feel
free to contact any of the people listed above for help! That
is what we are here for. Before you buy something, ask us
for our comments and help.

Members helping Members!

= Don Skarda

Where did the
Software developer go?

8 i ety He Drobabl)' ceseces
A huge THANK YOU to Emily Bowman (left) and
her mom, Barb Bowman for all their help at the
2024 Annual WAUC Picnic. Not pictured is or-

ganizer Sue Holcomb. Please give them your

rahsomware!

Bored Panda
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appreciation for another successful event.




MAY 2024 TUTORIAL SIG

To get the meeting started we took a look at the Sling
app once again. This app can help you stream over
500 channels of shows, movies and news items, and it
is all free. No charge for the app. No charge for the
streaming content. Make sure you select Sling
Freestream since they also have two premium offer-
ings. These premium offerings have current live
sports, movies and other entertainment for a monthly
fee of $20 and up.

Both the S0
reesiean: glIAQ freerstream

premium offering allows you to use the app as a DVR
and record content to watch later, even when there is
no internet available. The premium services provide a
larger storage amount. All this and more is in a Tech-
Hive article called, “Sling’s free DVR has a secret stor-
age upgrade”

We then took an in depth look at Grammarly. Their
website describes it as “Grammarly is the Al writing
partner that helps people at every stage of the writing
process, from blank page to final draft.
It can spark new ideas when you’re
getting started or help you refine your
tone to deliver the results you need.
Clear communication fuels results that
speak for themselves, whether it's a
perfect sales pitch or an essay that
makes the grade. At Grammarly, we democratize
great writing in English. We believe anyone can com-
municate effectively, efficiently, and persuasively with
the right tools”.

grammarly.com

To expand on this, we watched, “Grammarly Tutorial
to Improve Your Writing”, by Ferdy Korpershoek. In
this video Ferdy shows you how to use Grammarly
(free) to make your writing better. Grammarly is a
tool that suggests grammar improvements, word sug-
gestions and so much
more. You can use it
with Gmail, Facebook,

Messenger and it has TUTORIAL
its own editor that you 2020 @

can use for any text
you write. Grammarly
has a premium version also, but for most casual writ-
ers, the free version is sufficient.

A

IMPROVE YOUR WRITING FOR FREE

GRAMMARLY ‘3

Besides helping you to write better you will also
learn more about the English grammar. You can
get Grammarly for free. In addition, he will also
cover what you can do with the premium version
of Grammarly. | think this is a must-have tool for
anyone! The entire video can be viewed at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=1c9sRvmJ7EU

To get both sides of the story, after watching his

video, we watched one by Zoe Bee, “Grammarly is

Garbage.” Zoe has this to say about it. Grammarly

is a popular grammar-checking tool that is market-

ed as a one-stop-shop for all your writing needs.

However, unless you're already a writing expert,

Grammarly ac-

tually does you
@ grammarly -

than good.

Then she talks GARBAG E

about all the

this Grammarly review by Zoe Bee.

You can find this video here. https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5rB9jDbTPU

more harm
reasons why Grammarly premium is garbage, in

Next we took at the top 22 best websites for Sen-
iors according to the Human Good Org. The inter-
net offers all of us a chance to learn how to do
just about anything, face life’s challenges and en-
rich our lives. The first one is the AARP organiza-
tion. Their website has articles with travel tips,
health advice, guides to fraud prevention and
~ many more topics of

numdanadd ("] interest to seniors,

~ including their famed
discounts. https://
www.humangood.org/resources/senior-living-
blog/best-websites-for-seniors

I've heard we have some Wordle fans in the group
which brings up the next website and the Games
from the New York Times. Check them out. Be-
sides Wordle, they have daily crossword puzzles
and tons of other

games including the m n n n u u
Spelling Bee puzzle. A DAILY WORD GAME

Those of us looking for knowledge can look no far-
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ther than TED. You can listen to
talks on a vast array to topics TED
and expertise. Since these are

all audio, you can listen while

doing other things, such as, exercise, gardening, or
house cleaning.

Up next is the website
Medicare.gov where you
can learn about and com-
pare the various plans, check eligibility and tend to
your own health.

Medicare.gov

Here is one you probably never heard of — OlderlsWis-
er. This site does not make the assumptions some
others do. They don’t believe older adults are discon-
nected from pop culture and disinterested in every-
thing but grandchildren. They tackle a wide range of
topics. https://restless.co.uk/?ref=olderiswiser.

Are you tired of retirement advice that is to broad and
doesn’t get into details? The Chicago Financial Plan-

erotand those detal
derstand these details The Chicago Financial Planner
and build up your financial acumen.

. Sixty and Me is a lifestyle magazine
S |Xty&M e for older adults and has articles on

: romance, fashion, finances, and
sixtyandme.com i
even advice columns. https://

sixtyandme.com/

The Alliance for Retired Amer-

icans is worth a look. It is a 7

politically engaged organiza- (Alhance
tion for retirees and their sup- f‘”Rf‘tlI‘E‘
porters. It's a great resource if Americans’
you are thinking about getting more involved in poli-
tics. You can learn the details about congressional
budgets, bills and ongoing debates.

Do you think video games are for kids? Pogo has dig-
itized all your favorite pastimes like Scrabble, chess,
mahjong, sudoku and crossword puzzles. You can play
by yourself or against friends in online competition.

quppnry Looking for a laugh at seniors, look no further

SENR ~ than Suddenly Senior. It is a great place to find
generational humor, trivia, and joke packed
forums.

ThirdAge explores every aspect of our senior lives. On
-site physicians give their stamp of approval to their

healthy living articles. They also offer online clas-
ses.

Here is one that
should be near

Seniors Guide o CoMmpuTERS
SENIORSGUIdETOCOMPUTERS.COM
and dear to our

ﬁ ﬁ s B8N )
= ifs hearts. It is Sen-

iors Guide to Computers. This guide explains all
things computer in down to earth language that is
easy to understand. It includes a YouTube channel
that shows you how to do all kinds of computer
tasks.

LoveToKnow caters to seniors, their l(%ge
adult children and caregivers. It covers krécD)Vyv

fashions, beauty, home décor as well
as finances and antique shopping.

The Evergreen Club is basically a house swapping
website. You may be able to find accommodations
for just $20 per night while you agree to some-
times host other travelers over 50.

You’ve all heard of this one and we have discussed
it many times. It is Facebook. No further descrip-
tion is needed.

Reddit is the ultimate message board with subred-
dits that are dedicated communities devoted to a

wide range of interests. They range from garden-

ing, grandchildren, pets, and many more. You are

sure to find information on your favorite hobby or
pastime here.

For the travelers in WAUC, there is
Road Scholar. It is a master travel
guide that can help you make the
most of every trip you are planning,
from camping overnight to long term travel.

e
na

A very important aspect for many seniors is their
grandchildren. Look to Grandkids Matter to stay
on top of recent trends, their language and their
daily activities.

ROAD SCHOLAR

The National Alliance for
Caregiving focuses on
adults who are providing
care to others. It helps con-
nect you to caregiving re-
sources and offers.

Still working to pick up a few bucks, then Work-
force50 may be for you. You can brush up on new



workplace norms and learn about the wide range of
job opportunities for older adults.

For advice on medical condi-
tions, and medications, go
where the professionals go —
to StatPearls. There you can find plain language ad-
vice on medications, symptoms and various medical
conditions. | will help you have intelligent discussions
with your own doctors.

Another similar website is the National
m) Institute on Aging. It offers research sup-
Netion) It ported articles on aging related topics. It
contains a lot of resource material and
studies and guides. More about all these websites can

be found at https://www.humangood.org/resources/
senior-living-blog/best-websites-for-seniors

wa STATPEARLS

Next, we visited
the Older Geeks
website. This is a
site where you
can safely download any one of many programs.
There are no malicious and misleading ads to confuse
you. Just reliable advice and clearly defined down-
loads https://www.oldergeeks.com/index.html

To close the meeting we took a quick look at a web-
site devoted entirely to batteries, their technology
and their operating characteris-
tics. To learn more about
N I_Y batteries, check this out.
BATTERIES.COM https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Q5rB9jDbTPU

Jim Hempel

MAY 2024 Q & A SIG

WAUC members attending included Richard Durand,
Julia Rice, Louise Dahms, J.J. Johnson, WAUC Presi-
dent Don Skarda, Betty Robinson, Rita Bruce, Ed Mar-
qguard, Marcia Zientek, John Schwarzmier, Terry Har-
vey, Brian Behling, and Bill James. Apologies to any |
may have missed.

The SIG finally got going at 7:05 PM, and the first
guestion was from Terry Harvey. She asked, “What is
Google.io? J.J. Johnson answered that it is just a de-
velopers conference at Google.

The next question was What is Accu-
radio? Again, J.J. Johnson answered,
that it is an independent internet ra-
PNl ] dio station with a lot of different audio
files of types of songs.

Louise Dahms pointed out that a lot of the dates
for May and June, on the WAUC Master Calendar,
on the WAUC.IO website, are not correct, and in
fact seem to be from last year. President Skarda
will look into this.

Julia Rice reported that attachments to emails
from the Ascension Health Network are not able
to be opened. There followed a discussion of how
this health network was hacked and held up for
"ransomware." Terry Harvey reported that a lot of
doctors are leaving Ascension.

Terry Harvey showed all of us a new and inter-
esting website, "goodthingsguy.com." We spent a
little time looking at all the good, happy things this
site has to offer. Apparently, this website is from
South Africa.

Next, we looked at some pictures of dogs in cups
of coffee, or coffee art. This is really quite incredi-
ble. | didn't see exactly how it was done, but it
sure looked cool.

Then, we looked at a couple G . &
of phone apps, Shrink Me NShrlnkElo

and Influencer. Both of
these are still under con-
struction so that's about as far as we could go.

WAUC President Don Skarda then asked J.J. John-
son to show the MS Al program, "Copilot." J.J.
Johnson then showed some amazing artwork im-
ages of what Copilot can do. Mr. Johnson was able
to do open the program, and just by entering
some words, several images appeared. Am image
Copilot of a cow in rain in a modern art style
was selected, and instantly it ap-
' peared on screen. One thing that ap-
. parently is true of all the Al programs
v is that more precise prompts, as they
are known, leads to better images generated. Don
then asked if there was an Al program that one
can enter one's own picture into.

The answer is to go to YouTube and do a search
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for "ASMR." The results are unbelievable. That's all |
can say about it. From here, we went to the
"GadgetSkool.com" website and took the 100 com-
puter fundamental question multiple choice quiz.
Amazingly, we did better than we thought we would
because even if we didn't know the answers, we
~— could eliminate some in-

- _
quget,? 77l correct choices and select

the best answer.

Following this, WAUC President Don Skarda showed
some photos of club members enjoying the WAUC
picnic held earlier this month on May 2nd. There were
so many good things to eat that seeing these photos
made us hungry all over again.

1\ ) S

Finally, Richard asked, if anyone had
attended the APCUG presentation earlier
in the week about Keepass, the free pass-

word manager program, and if so, who KeePass
was the presenter? The answer, by none other than
J.J. Johnson, was Tim Reisen, of the Cajun Clickers.
Keepass is a good program and it was good to see a
presentation about it.

As you can see, a lot of ground was covered and a lot
of topics were explored. And there was even more
that was not included in this report. No SIG report can
do it justice. It can only be recommended that future
WAUC SIGs be attended in order to see some of the
many incredible things ordinary folks are doing with
computers.

Richard Durand

MAY 2024 SMARTPHONE SIG

Don Skarda, Jim Hempel, John Schwarzmeier, Terry
Harvey, Betty Robinson, Margaret Cortez, Julia Rice,
Jan Mlagan, Louise Bozek, Rita Bruce, Richard Durand,
Don Gardner, Marcia Zientek, Bill James, and Brian
Behling were in attendance.

After some social discussion, if you weren’t
prime there, you missed it all, then we took a
20 ook at a few websites. The headline of the
first one announced you can use Amazon

Prime for free. How is that possible? We wanted
to find out. After reading the introductory para-
graph, we learned you can get it free for 30 days
by signing in for a trial. If you do this, be sure to
keep track of the time period. If you go past the
30 days, you will be charged and will become an
official Prime member. We also learned you can-
not just sign in again and get another 30 days. Am-
azon customers are only eligible for one free trial
of Prime every 12 months.

Being a US Cellular customer, | was surprised,
maybe shocked, to learn they were being sold. T-
Mobile will be buying much of that company and
all of their cell subscribers for $4.4 Billion. Sprint,
already owned by T-Mobile, may be

getting part of it but those details .
were sketchy. I'll be disappointed if ?
they change it — it’s one of the few :

companies that still made it easy to US.Cellular
talk with a real person.

Richard has some music CD’s and he would like to
get them onto his smartphone. To start, he should
get that music stored on his computer. Here are
some basic instructions: Insert the CD into your
computer's CD/DVD drive. Use a software pro-
gram like VLC to rip the CD. There are many pro-
grams available. Another one is Windows Media.
Select the desired song tracks or the entire CD.
Chose the MP3 format and copy them into the
Music folder on the computer.
@p3 The next step is to transfer the
music to Your Android Phone.

One way to do this is to connect your Android
phone to your computer using a USB cable.

On your computer, open the File Explorer and lo-
cate the "Music" folder. Select the desired music
files. Drag and drop, or copy and paste the music
files into the "Music" folder on your Android de-
vice. When this is done, you can use any music
player app on your Android phone to play the
songs. Enjoy!

There were a few questions about m
Hoopla. Hoopla is an online stream-

ing service for public libraries offering feature
films, documentaries, music alboums and audio-
books. Hoopla is a free service for library patrons.
Hoopla syncs across all your devices, so you can



stream titles immediately or whenever you're in the
mood. Most titles can also be downloaded to your
phone or tablet.

Another program that we questioned was Libby. With
Libby you can borrow 10 things at a time, and you can
place holds on 10 things. You can choose to borrow
items for 7 to 21 days. With Hoopla, you
can borrow a maximum of 10 items each
month. For some forms of media, it is
less. Hoopla also offers BingePasses,
leby which are collections of items on a theme

that count as a single borrow. With either
program, there is no need to take them back — they
will automatically be returned after the borrowed
time limit, which varies by program and media.

Terry mentioned that one of her favorite utilities is
Belarc Advisor. The Belarc Advisor builds a detailed
profile of your installed software and hardware, net-
work inventory, any missing Microsoft hotfixes, anti-
virus status, security benchmarks,

and displays the results in your Web Belarc
browser. All of your PC profile infor- Advisor
mation is kept private on your PC and

is not sent to any web server. Give it a try. You will
learn a lot about the device you are using. You can
download it free at https://www.belarc.com/
products/belarc-advisor

Our next topic had to do with 2FA, or two factor au-
thentication. Two-factor authentication (2FA) is a spe-
cific type of multi-factor authentication (MFA) that
strengthens access security by requiring two methods
(also referred to as authentication factors) to verify
P . z f? ~your identity. Owing to the
‘% Rl , massive number of data
breaches that happen every
day, millions of email addresses and password pairs

are circulating for sale on the dark web. This has ren-
dered many password combinations less and less se-

cure over time.

Malwarebytes

Malwarebytes has an excellent article on

this subject. https://

www.malwarebytes.com/cybersecurity/

basics/2fa

Terry brought up a recent email she received for more
discussion. It was a scam email. It couldn’t be for-
warded and looked suspicious in many ways. It ap-

peared to have been sent via Charter and the
From and To addresses were both Terry’s. Digging
deeper, it seems to have originated in Argentina.

Then we took a look at AccuRadio.
AccuRadio is a free, independent,
multichannel internet radio service
that offers over 1,000 music channels AccuRadio
in more than 50 genres. Some chan-

nels feature music from different parts of the
world. AccuRadio is available globally and is based
in Chicago, lllinois. It is very easy to use and looks
interesting. It can be found at https://
www.accuradio.com/

Richard asked us if there is a way to have his
voicemails time and date stamped. The steps may
vary and are dependent on the cell service provid-
er and the smartphone manufacturer. These are
the basic steps that may have to be changed a bit:
To change your voicemail settings, first open the
Phone app. At the top right, tap More Options.
Then tap Settings, then Voicemail. Select Time
stamp. Another way would be to look at recent
calls and see if the time and date are given there.

Terry found an article about the Find My Phone
app. We've looked at this before but now it is pos-
sible to do even if the phone is offline. A
new update for Google's Find My De-
vice will let people locate a lost Android
smartphone even if it’s offline. It's part
of a revamp for Android’s Find My Device system,
which Google first announced at I/0 2023 and is
finally rolling out to all devices today, starting with
those in the US and Canada.

That led to a question about Google.io. Google I/
O, or simply I/0, is an annual developer confer-
ence held by Google in Mountain View, California.
The event features the latest technology an-
nouncements and updates, and is a place for de-
velopers to connect with each other, learn about
Google technology, and develop for mobile, web,
Al, and cloud.

The main change is that Google has created a
“crowdsourced network” of over a billion devices
running Android 9.0 or higher, which can essen-
tially ping your phone or tablet when in range.
Previously, Find My Device mainly only worked for
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Android devices connected to the internet over Wi-Fi
or a cellular network. But now the technology can al-
so tap Bluetooth signals from neighboring electronics
to pinpoint a device's real-time location. For more de-
tails, here is a link to the article. https://
www.pcmag.com/news/find-my-device-for-android-
can-now-locate-a-phone-even-if-its-offline

Here's how to disable automatic image loading in
Gmail:

1. Go to Gmail on a computer

2. Click the Settings gear in the top right

3. Select See All Settings

4. Under the General tab, find Images

5. Select Ask before displaying external images

6. Click Save Changes at the bottom of the page

Rita asked if there is a way to disable au-
tomatic image loading in Gmail. Here is
what we found.

Terry found a Rossen Reports which we watched next
about scam emails. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=kmgXlinmk1BA

Then we closed with a discussion about the virus and
malware protection used on smartphones. One of the
suggestions was to download the Malwarebytes app.
Another suggested that Samsung phones come with
this protection built in by Knox. The last item we
talked about is Smart Switch. It comes already loaded
on most Samsung smartphones and is
available on the Google Play Store.

B Smart Switch can be used to transfer

il _4l between tablets, between

R smartphones, and between a tablet and
UL 5 smartphone. You can transfer your
data from both Android and iOS devices over Wi-Fi,
with a USB cable or with a PC or Mac.

Jim Hempel

MAY 2024 LEADERSHIP MEETING

Those present were: Don Skarda, Jan Mlagan, Tom
Martini, Terry Harvey, Suzanne Holcomb, Richard Du-
rand, and Jim Hempel.

Terry will be having shoulder surgery on May 2" and
we will need to have people help with all the duties
she currently does for the club. The biggest help we

need is taking notes and writing up the SIG re-
ports.

Suzanne has the preparations for the May 2" club
picnic well under control. Suzanne will pick up the
chicken from Pic-‘n-Save and Barb Bowman will
get the Sloppy Joes from Rupena’s. Tom has or-
dered and will pick up the buns. Suzanne has been
busy buying all needed supplies and extra food
too. Terry sent YouTube music and written words
for our sing-a-long to Don Skarda to bring along to
the picnic. Don Gardner will bring Bingo cards and
raffle tickets. We are ready to PICNIC!

Looking ahead to the Christmas Party, Suzanne
said that she would be our person in charge.
Thank you Suzanne for all your work.

The April lunch at Meyer’s restaurant had 11 peo-
ple in attendance. The May lunch will be on the
21* let Tom know if you are going to attend.

We are looking to locate the extra key for the
church.

Richard Durand reported that four people attend-
ed the April Investment SIG.

There were some issues with the club’s master
calendar so we collectively looked at it and made
corrections.

We looked at the membership list, made correc-
tions and updated it.

The issue of the Muskego Library display board
dates was addressed. Thoughts were possibly for
either the months of July, August, or September.
Don Skarda will look into this and report back.

Jan Mlagan

JUNE 2024 LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE

Those present were Don Skarda, Jim Hempel, Ter-
ry Harvey, Jan Mlagan, Tom Martini, Richard Du-
rand, and Bob Banerian.

We need to find out what the Maintenance Fee of
$10 is for, since Bob wasn’t present when the Fi-
nancial Report was read.

Don complimented Terry for doing the May
WAUCtalk even with her shoulder surgery.
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There have been some people who have been unhap-
py with Meyer’s for the monthly luncheons. One per-
son wants to choose another place, while another
would like a different date. Terry will bring up these
topics for discussion at the next luncheon.

Terry was going to contact the Waukesha County
Sheriff’s Department to set up a drone show/
presentation for the club. After much discussion
about dates, it was decided that it would be best to
table this until 2025 due to scheduling conflicts.

Jan said that she would take care of the snacks and
supplies for the General Meeting on June 6™ because
Suzanne is not able to attend this meeting. Don will
bring summer sausage.

The topic of soda selection for the Christmas Party
was brought up. There will be a variety of both regu-
lar and diet soda along with water.

We are looking to revise the food list for the Christ-

& o . Robert J. Banerian, CPCU, ARM
mas Party and Club Picnic at a future meeting. _

Personal and Commercial Insurance

Don Gardner needs to bring raffle tickets and prizes to Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter
all General Meetings. The tickets are to be sold at the T - ST A
registration table. There needs to be a list of the priz- 86268 W. Greenfield Ave. #A-300 414-259-1396
es and/or the actual prizes at the table for people to West Allis, W1 53214 Fax: 414-259-1398
see.

People have been complaining that they can’t read/
see the screen in the hall for the General Meeting.
The problem is that the projector can’t be moved any
further away, otherwise it will project off the screen.
It was suggested that people sit closer to the front.

A lengthy discussion was held about decorating the
library display case. Don, Terry, and Jan will take all
the information into consideration and create a dis-
play that will project all the positive aspects of WAUC.

Terry said that Jan’s picture should be added to the
website as the newsletter editor.

The 5% Thursday in May was another success.
The investment SIG had 5 people in May.

The next Leadership meeting will be July 10" because
of the 4™ of July.

Jan Mlagan

AN




WAUC: Wisconsin All-computer Users Club, WAUC was established to provide an educational forum for people interested in
learning about computers and related devices. WAUC provides educational programs and publications for its members, as well as
providing social and charitable opportunities for the membership. While WAUC is a private club and doesn’t share any member in-
formation outside the club, we encourage members to interact with other members and to facilitate this we publish a membership
directory, an email, and promote via a public Facebook group where we often add pictures of group events and our public website.

WAUCTtalk is a publication of the Wisconsin All-computer Users Club. WAUC is a computer club dedicated to promoting and in-
structing the use of computers by WAUC members. WAUCtalk is emailed to all WAUC membership. Free advertising is available
to all WAUC members. We are not responsible for omissions or errors.

WAUC Application for Membership / Renewal

Name

Address

email

City State Zip

What do you want to do with your computer?

To join WAUC, please send a completed form along with a check for $30 ($15 after July 1st) to cover dues from
January 1st through December 31st, 2024.

WAUC

% Bob Banerian

P.O. Box 340883
Milwaukee, WI 53234-0883

First Class
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