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SEPTEMBER 2024
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Members,

UPCOMING

/ As we transition from summer to fall,
PRESENTATIONS , I’'m excited to connect with you all in
our September message. This month marks a new
g chapter of innovation, learning, and community
Jim Hempel - Your House : engagement for our club.

November - Don Skarda &

and Car Are Spying on You . . )
Our upcoming events are designed to provide both

valuable insights and hands-on experience. | en-

N December - Annual WAUC courage everyone to join our October 31st Work-
shop where you can bring in anything for us to look
at or fix and any questions we can help with as far
as email, documents, any technology and more.

\ We had a number of members fill out a quick sur-
o, vey at our August meeting which will be shared
soon!! This gives us a good opportunity to under-
stand what you all would like us to focus on.

Christmas Party

| also want to take a moment to thank all of you for
your continued support and enthusiasm. Your ac-

- M tive participation is what makes our club a vibrant
Them: ‘ % and dynamic community. If you have any sugges-

¥ tions for future events or topics you'd like to see
covered, please don’t hesitate to reach out. We are
| i always looking to make our programming as rele-
Me: | 8 vant and engaging as possible.

Row many pushups 4
can you do?

IF they're the or-
ange flavor [ know

Let’s continue to foster a spirit of curiosity and in-
novation. Here’s to a fantastic September filled

with learning, networking, and technological explo-
7 Of#htm in phg € % 1 ration.

for a facilcan do

9 To our continued success,
~ ® Don Skarda

YOUR President,
262-416-8210
WAUC2019@gmail.com
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AUGUST 2024 TUTORIAL SIG

Those present included Don Skarda, Julia Rice, J.J.
Johnson, Terry Harvey, Richard Durand, John
Schwarzmeier, Betty Robinson, Rita Bruce, Louise Bo-
zek, Margaret Cortez, and Jan Mlagan.

The first
| POLYMORPHIC VIRUS tonc ves
what is a
polymorphic virus? Polymorphic viruses are complex
file infectors that can create modified versions of it-
self to avoid detection yet retain the same basic rou-
tines after every infection. To vary their physical file
makeup during each infection, polymorphic viruses
encrypt their codes and use different encryption keys
every time. Ok, now for what that means to you:
These viruses are usually distributed via spam, infect-
ed sites, or through the use of other malware. They
are invisible and may be dormant for some time be-
fore rearing their heads. They corrupt data and slow
down your computer, and may even cause computer
malfunctions like the “blue screen of death.” This
malware adapts, or “morphs” to avoid detection and
circumvent anti-virus detection. Polymorphic viruses
are constantly changing their identifiable features. It
is near-impossible to get rid of this malware by your-
self. Be mindful of where you download apps from
and do not open any files unless sent by someone

known to you.

streaming source. It streams ACOR %
world-class mysteries, dramas,

and comedies from Britain and beyond. It’s commer-
cial free, offers a two-week free subscription, and is
$7.99 per month. Acorn TV features thousands of
hours of programming with new shows added weekly.
It's one of the very few places that have the 10" sea-
son of Doc Martin. If you enjoy English humor and

mysteries, this is the place for you. They have fabu-
lous mysteries!

Acorn TV is a subscription

Deja Vue Plus IPTV is a free
streaming service that offers a
vast library of feature films, sit-
coms, and documentaries across
a wide variety of genres. You
need a Fire Stick to access this service which includes

1 [DE/A-VUE

over 1,000 channels for $20 per month.

Richard - — — y—
wadl ALTERNATE EMAIL

alternate email addresses were about and how to
use them. An alternate email address is essential-
ly another email account which you have along-
side your primary address. They are sometimes
referred to as an email alias. Sometimes they’re
referred to as a burner email address. Basically,
one would sign up for an additional email address
from maybe Google, Microsoft, Yahoo or a similar
site offering free email addresses. The purpose of
an additional email address might be to store doc-
uments, photos, videos, or emails. Or, it may be
used simply as an address to be used to visit web-
sites that require an email address to just look
around a website. There are may YouTube videos
on how to set up an additional email address if
one needs help.

J.J. is giving access to a folder on his
server to all WAUC members. This
folder contains a number of free

W books including some of the
“Dummies” books. To download
.. any books for yourself head to:
https://tinyurl.com/2j5r6ab7

®
Windows 11

Rita asked if the app Stremio was safe and legal.
We searched the internet and found an article by
Bisma Farrukh, on the AstrillVPN site titled, “What
is Stremio? An in-Depth Look at the Streaming
App (Updated). https://www.astrill.com/blog/
what-is-stremio/ This is the first paragraph: “In
this article, we’re going to dive into what one in-
creasingly popular streaming app,
Stremio, actually is. We'll look at how
can people use Stremio, how it or-
ganizes everything, and how it’s able
to provide such a slick streaming ex-
perience. By the end, you’ll have a much better
understanding of Stremio and why it ticks all box-
es of a good streaming app.” This article will fill
you in on any questions you could have. It walks
you through the installation on your Smart TV,
Android device, and iOS device, the add-ons (free
and paid), and the legalities. Stremio is available
on Windows, Mac, Linus, Android, and iOS devic-
es. You can stream on phones, tablets, laptops,
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https://tinyurl.com/2j5r6ab7
https://www.astrill.com/blog/what-is-stremio/
https://www.astrill.com/blog/what-is-stremio/

desktop computers, and more. If you are streaming,
check out this article!

Don directed us to log on to our Google account and
to click on the nine-dot grid icon next to our initials or
picture in the upper right corner of our screen popu-
larly known as the “Waffle” or the “App

Launcher Icon. Once we clicked on the a¥ 8
icon, we saw many familiar apps and e
mEn

many unfamiliar apps. If you scroll all the

way down to the bottom there’s a place to

click on, MORE FROM GOOGLE and it takes you to an
article about more helpful products. This exercise is
surely something to further explore as Google has an
app for just about everything.

Terry L Harvey

AUGUST 2024 Q & A SIG

Those present included Jim Hempel, Don Skarda, Lisa
Ziebell, Rita Bruce, Karen Fenney, Louise Bozek, Betty
Robinson, J.J. Johnson, Richard Durand, Jan Mlagan,
Bill Vlach, John Schwarzmeier, Julia Rice, Marcia
Zientek, Brian Behling, Kathy Mueller, Terry Harvey,
and Bil James.

If anyone has trou-
ble hearing during a
Zoom meeting, be
sure to use CC
(closed caption) on the Zoom toolbar at the bottom of
your screen. The notes will print out also if you would
like that. It will solve the problem of asking for volun-
teers to take notes in the future.

Louise likes to use Closed Caption on her

television but sometimes the text gets in

the way of somethings she would like to be

able to see. Every cable company and eve-
ry television work a little differently but often there’s
a choice of where you would like to see the text on
your screen. Go to SETTINGS on your television to
see if those changes can be made there. If that
doesn’t work, go to SETTINGS on your cable remote.
It should also allow for font change.

Karen would like to know

L ]
Dlg Ital more about digital coupons.
She knows how to use them

at Piggly Wiggly and Pick ‘n
Save but doesn’t know how
to use a coupon that
doesn’t come up within a dedicated store’s app.
Jan said when she uses them at Pick ‘n Save she
just clicks on them and they are automatically ap-
plied at the checkout. Karen reads about people
who make a job out of couponing. She used the
example, if she goes to Target but wants to use a
coupon for shampoo, how does she do it? Louise
says she even finds the Pick ‘n Save coupons con-
fusing. Jan said, scan the QR code and mark the
coupon “clipped” within the Pick ‘n Save app.

We looked at one of the coupon sites and
watched a video called, “Couponing 101: How to
Use Digital Coupons.” It really
wasn’t helpful. Bill thinks he
sees them when he uses Edge

Couponing 101 | How
to use Digital Coupons

5;:’“' Hey/I'm Dee m
browser. We looked all over '
for a standalone digital or e-
coupon but couldn’t find any.
We could only find them asso-

L\ .
| = How to use Digital \
Coupons \
i

ciated with a store app. We
also looked at an article from

AARP and read from Krazy Coupon Lady all with-
out success. If anyone has anything to contribute
to this question, we would like to hear from you.

On to Louise’s question about how to use the Pick
‘n Save app coupons. Jim showed how to apply
coupons using his app then showed us how he
uses his Pick ‘n Save points to save up to $2 per
gallon of gas. Who knew? Jan volun-
teered to up the game a bit, buy gift
cards and get the points from the pur-
chase, then use the gift cards to pur-
chase your groceries and get points again. Such a
great money-saving tip!



The coupon tip conversation flowed right into how
each coupon account is attached to a phone number.
But many of us have more than one phone number.

: It’s easily possible for a couple to
have 5 phone numbers con-
sisting of home phone, each

¥ - have a cell number, and if each
had free Google phone numbers.
Lisa is somewhat protective of

her phone number and would
like more information on how to get a Google num-
ber. Google phone is technically called Google Voice.
It’s free after signing up at GoogleVoice.com. You get
to choose from a list of available phone numbers and
it works using VolP technology to let you make and
receive both calls and texts via an internet connec-
tion. All it needs to support calling is a speaker and a
microphone — that includes your cell phone, comput-
er, or tablet.

Download Google Voice from the Play Store or the
Apple App Store. When signing up for Google Voice,
you will have two options: porting your existing mo-
bile phone number or .

signing up for a new Google V0|ce
Google Voice num- Googhe LLC

ber. If youoptfora  ** — .

inputting your desired area code and phone number

new number, you’ll

have the option of

to see if it’s available. One caveat, you must have an
existing U.S. number to be able to sign up and receive
a free Google Voice number. Call-forwarding, block-
ing, etc., is available for a small monthly fee. Google
business accounts are available also for approximate-
ly $10 per month.

Karen, Jim, and J.J. all have Ooma VolP phone ser-
vices. Karen recently installed

hers and has been inundated
|

' with spam calls. She’s very frus-

. trated with the phone ringing all

day. She’s hoping she can do some sort of tweak-
ing that will drastically cut down on these junk
phone calls. Terry has Magic Jack, also VolP, but a
feature of Magic Jack is call-screening security.
When anyone calls, before the phone even con-
nects with her house, the caller must follow the
prompt to press a number,
then the phone rings. One

magicack

Includes 12 months walimited calling

other great feature is you can
cancel your phone line with
Spectrum which saves that

© Hae o oo b tarveres
« Ko crmmact asd o marrtry B ;
+ B et sebs o b FEE™ |

$15ish charge. Also, if you
put the Magic Jack app on

UNLIMITED B
your cell phone it rings there et

[——

too. No spam. Ever. So nice.

Julia has a Tracfone from QVC.com. She’s had it
now for 13 month and it was a year contract. So,
it’s time for a new phone. We went to QVC's
website and in the search box entered, Tracfone
1500. A number of choices came up but Julia likes
a Samsung phone. The best bargain was a Sam-
sung A14 5G cell phone regularly $119, now for
$59.98. That’s the total price for everything for
the year. Julia will receive a new phone, a phone
case, charging cables for in the house and in the
car, a stand for the phone, service for 1 year, and
1500 minutes, 1500 text messages, and 1.5GB of
data. That'’s the total for
the entire package, $60,

which includes free ship-
. ping and handling. It
doesn’t get any cheaper
anywhere. If you want a
cell phone and don’t use it outside your home
very much, this is the best deal ever. If you renew
it after a year all your leftover minutes, texts, and
data rollover and you will get another new updat-
ed phone. And you always keep your same phone
number.

Louise doesn’t always hear her phone, is there



any way to increase the volume of the
ringer? There are ringer volume
booster apps in the Google Play Store.

Jan suggested the app, Zedge, a great

ZEDGE™

tion sounds, volume boosters, icons, widgets, key-

app for millions of ringtones, notifica-

boards, wallpapers, and phone themes. It’s a very
fun, free app for those who enjoy personalizing their
phones and tablets.

Terry L Harvey

AUGUST 2024 SMARTPHONE SIG

Those attending included Don Skarda, J.J. Johnson,
Julia Rice, Terry Harvey, Margaret Cortez, Betty Robin-
son, Rita Bruce, Jan Mlagan, Richard Durand, Kathy
Mueller, and Don Gardner.

Richard received a snail mail from his health care pro-
vider regarding the National Public Data breach. He
questioned if this was legitimate. Don S also received
the same letter and sadly, it’s for real. This past April,
a hacker began selling stolen data from the NPD, a
consumer data broker. The successful access was not

acknowledged by NPD until August

12™. The website of the data bro-

,@E@{Z‘;\

. _A B“EABH\ ker had contained a zip file with
BA‘J the back-end passwords needed to
e A

-’\gm‘anﬂ"’,“ A access the database. NPD obtains
personal information from public
record databases, court records, state and national
databases and other repositories nationwide. Other
ways your online activity reveals your personal infor-
mation is online shopping, dating apps, search en-
gines, browsers tracking your searches, and social me-
dia harvesting your posts and photos. The type of per-
sonal information breached exposed credit cards,
bank details, financial information, Social Security
numbers, driver’s license information, home address-
es, phone numbers, email and password combina-
tions, medical records, fingerprints, full face photos,
preferences, and online activity history.

Now the big question is how do you know if you have
been affected? One place to check is https://
haveibeenpwned.com/. Enter your email addresses
and scroll down to see the results. Next go to npd-

$2 NPD alerts which will notify you if
any information related to the

: breach is flagged. Monitor your
credit card or bank account
statements for expenses unfamil-
iar to you. Check for suspicious logins into your
accounts and activate notifications for them if they
provide that service.

Change your passwords and enable 2FA (2 Factor
Authentication) on affected accounts and going
forward. Freeze your credit reports
at  Experian, TransUnion, and
Equifax online, by phone or by mail.
Online is fastest and easiest. If you
go to TransUnion https://
www.transunion.com/ you can
freeze them all at once. Very easy and very neces-
sary.

Lastly, if you are a homeowner, make sure you se-
cure the title to your home to protect it from deed
theft. The FBI reports property title deed fraud is
on the rise. In Milwaukee County go to:  https://
county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Register-of-
Deeds#Property Fraud Alert for their free online
automated service in which property owners can
sign up to have their name monitored so as to
track possible fraudulent activity.
@ Participants will be notified only

£ when the exact name they have
& submitted to Property Fraud Alert is
| listed as a grantor or grantee on a

document recorded in the Register

of Deeds office.

Don G asked how
often we should be
restarting our
phones. Most people
restart their phone
approximately once a
week. Rita commented she heard Chris Guld from
Geeks on Tour say it’s not necessary to close out
apps. The general rule is you should only close an
app in the quick-launch screen if it is
“misbehaving: - or not working correctly. The rea-
son for this is closing your background apps actual-
ly uses more battery than just leaving them open.
However, many of us do it.

WHEN TO RESTART

YOUR PHONE i‘



https://haveibeenpwned.com/
https://haveibeenpwned.com/
http://npdbreach.com
http://npdbreach.com
https://www.transunion.com/
https://www.transunion.com/
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Register-of-Deeds#Property_Fraud_Alert
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Richard warns everyone to be sure to backup your
phone. He had to do a factory reset and lost a good
deal of information. As smart as they are, cell phones
don’t allow restore points to be set.

Is there any way to block Temu ads? If you have an
Android phone, go

to SETTINGS,

GOOGLE, ADS and

turn off “OPT OUT OF ADS PERSONALIZATION. On iPh-
one go to SETTINGS, PRIVACY, ADVERTISING and turn
off PERSONALIZED ADS.

Don showed us a great video of futuristic foldable
phones. We saw phones that folded back on them-
selves, phones that wrapped around a wrist, and many
more. Some designers have incredible ideas!

| asked how to share an item with some-
one else on the Walmart app. | like to
buy things for my granddaughters but
they live in Texas and | always want to
check with my daughter first to make
sure they don’t already have it. Also, it’s
birthday time for the older one and we want

to buy her a bike. How do | send various 1\
bikes to my daughter? We all know what the

share icon looks like but the Walmart app

doesn’t have those. This is what the SHARE

icon on Walmart looks like:

\'I

Il\

Terry L Harvey

SEPTEMBER 2024 LEADERSHIP MEETING

Those in attendance: Don Skarda, Suzanne Holcomb,
Bob Banerian, Tom Martini, Terry Harvey, Jim
Hempel, Jan Mlagan

August’s newsletter was made even better by the use
of Co-pilot Al graphics. Thanks again to Terry for do-
ing such a wonderful job.

September’s luncheon will be held at Brass Key. This
will be the location for luncheons until further notice.

People have asked if there could be both regular and
decaf coffee at the General Meetings. Suzanne will
do what she can to satisfy everyone. Don will be do-
nating a coffee pot so that we have one for each kind
of coffee. The committee agreed that one kind of
coffee should be enough.

The Christmas party revised food list/sign-up
sheet was again tweaked a little and will be ready
for people at the September General Meeting.
The sign-up is on a first come basis.

The question was asked if we want to set up an-
other display case? We all agreed that we would
like to look into another location since there was
not any response from the Muskego community.
With that being said, we are still looking to distrib-
ute brochures around town. Jim and Tom said
that they would both take brochures to their re-
spective libraries. If anyone is able, please pick up
brochures and distribute them to locations where
they might attract new members.

Tom has been in contact with two TV stations in-
quiring about getting some free advertising for
our club. Chanel 6 did not respond, but Chanel 58
had him send them information so now we will
wait to hear from them.

The topic of Beginner Classes was finally ad-
dressed. Terry was able to find a set of online
handouts for us to peruse as an FYl. She sent Don
and Jim Al lesson plans too. We looked over the
information but couldn’t come to a specific deci-
sion about how to handle the beginners so it was
decided that the first Beginner Class will take
place on October 31. The 5t Thursday help group
will be held at the same time, so bring your ques-
tions and devices.

Terry wants to know if we can do something to
make the projection on the screen at the General
Meeting larger and clearer. Discussion ensued
about aspect ratio not allowing such a thing. Don,
Jim, and Bob will look into seeing if anything can
be done. Bob offered to bring his new projector
to see if it would be better than the one we are
currently using.

Remember: Computer Basics by Jim Hempel, Oc-
tober 31%, 7:00-9:00

Jan Mlagan




Bio — Jim Hempel

Jim is a long-time resident of southeast Wisconsin. He
has BSEE from Marquette University and for a few
years after graduation was an evening lab instructor
there for Fortran 4.

After graduation he worked at Square D for 7 years
before moving to Allen-Bradley, which later became
known as Rockwell Automation. He is active in various
local historical societies, 16" Street Community
Health Center, senior centers, garden clubs and of
course, WAUC.

Bio — Don Skarda

Don was raised on a large farm north of Madison.
After college, he went to work in Milwaukee for Allen
Bradley and eventually worked with Jim, retiring after
40 years. After retiring, Jim told Don about WAUC
and he joined the group. He is also a Master Mason
and in several other Masonic Groups, and is active in
"SOKOL" (a Czech group), Sons of the American Revo-
lution group and Color Guard, and has volunteered
for the Waukesha County Fair for 25+ years. Enjoys
computers, genealogy and family history.

| DON’T HAVE ANYTHING TO HIDE

| recently had a discussion with my sister and she
proudly told me about the bargains she finds on
Temu. As an informed computer club member this
made the hair on the back of my neck stand on end.
I've tried talking to her in the past regarding the use
of TikTok and Temu. Her response has been, “l don’t
have anything to hide.”

Really? You don’t? |sure
do. So, | started searching
on the internet to see just
what information Com-
munist China is gleaning
from your activity when you use these apps.

When you install Temu and TikTok, the app embeds
tracking pixels on your device. Information collected
includes your name, age, username, email, password,
phone number, location, content of your messages,
when they're sent, received and read, and by whom,
text, images and videos on your clipboard.

They also collect purchase information, including pay-

8

ment card numbers, billing, and shipping address-
es, user's activities on other websites, what apps
you use, including the products or services
offered, file names and types, keystroke patterns
and rhythms, your IP address, mobile carrier, time
zone settings, model of your device, your oper-
ating system, information about videos, images,
and audio, objects and scenery that appear in
your videos, including tourist

attractions and interest, biometric

identifies such as faceprints and

voiceprints, fingerprints, (this in-

formation allows TikTok to target ~ TIKTOK
videos, ads and political messages

based on your habits and interests), cookies that
collect, measure and analyze which web pages
users view most often.

They are interested in your every keystroke and
want to know which videos you watch and which
ones you skip. They want everything; your statis-
tical information, demographic information, social
security number, your likes, your dislikes, and who
your contacts are. They are vacuuming up as

much data as you are willing to give them access
to.

| hope this helps inform people who say, "l have
nothing to hide." You really do.

Terry L Harvey

USB CABLES AND CONNECTORS

Recently | needed another USB cord (where do
they all go when you need one) and started doing
some research on them. My first thought - - are
cheap USB cords any good or do | need to spend a
lot of money on one? The quality of cheap USB
cables can vary widely. Some may work well and
provide reliable data transfer and charging capa-
bilities, while others may not work properly or
may stop working after a short period of time.

The factors that determine the quality of a USB
cable include the materials used in its construc-
tion, the quality of the connectors, and the thick-
ness and shielding of the cable. Generally, cheap-



e €F cables are made with
e ower quality materials,
which can resultin a
lower level of perfor-
mance and durability.
The connectors may not
fit tightly or securely,
and the cable itself may be thin and prone to break-
age.

US8 Typa A USB Type B micro USB
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While they may work well, their life is probably short-
er than a higher quality one. If you're looking for a
good USB cable, it's usually a good idea to pay a bit
more for a higher quality product. Personally, I'd stay
away from the dollar store variety. This can ensure
that you get a cable that will last a long time and pro-
vide reliable performance. Just be sure to look for a
cable that is compatible with your device and has the
correct type of connector.

The other question | had was about length. | had a
long distance | was interested in. The maximum
length of a USB cable is limited by the specifications
of the USB standard. According to the USB 2.0 specifi-
cation, the maximum length of a cable is 16.4 feet.
This is the maximum length for a cable that supports
the full range of USB 2.0 speeds and functionality.
However, longer cables can be used, [
but they may not support all the func-
tionality and may have reduced data
transfer speeds. For example, a USB
2.0 cable with a length greater than 5
meters may only support low-speed
(1.5 Mbps) or full-speed (12 Mbps) data transfer, ra-
ther than high-speed (480 Mbps).

It's important to note that the maximum length of a
cable can also be affected by other factors, such as
the quality of the cable, the power consumption of
the devices being used, and the presence of any elec-
trical interference. So, if you're using a long USB ca-
ble, you may want to test it to make sure it works
properly and provides the performance you need.

While | don't need anything longer, | was wondering if
there is any way to extend the range of a USB cable. A
cord stretcher, perhaps? | found out you can extend
the range of a USB cable by using a USB extender or a
USB repeater. Of course, why didn’t | think of that?

A USB extender uses a cable to connect a USB de-
vice to a remote host, allowing you to locate the
device up to 165 feet away from the host. The ca-
ble is connected to a small device that provides
electrical isolation, allowing you to extend the
range of the USB connection without introducing
noise or interference.

A USB repeater is similar to an extender, but it
includes active electronics that regenerate the
USB signal, allowing you to extend the range of
the USB connection even further. These devices
are often used to extend the
range of a USB connection over
long distances, such as in a com-
mercial setting or across multiple
rooms in a home.

It's important to note that while these devices can
extend the range of a USB cable, they can also
affect the speed and reliability of the connection.
So, it's a good idea to choose a high-quality ex-
tender or repeater and to test the extended con-
nection to make sure it meets your needs.

Jim Hempel

October 31st
7-9PM

Jackson Park Lutheran

INEEEEEER
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WAUC: Wisconsin All-computer Users Club, WAUC was established to provide an educational forum for people interested in
learning about computers and related devices. WAUC provides educational programs and publications for its members, as well as
providing social and charitable opportunities for the membership. While WAUC is a private club and doesn’t share any member in-
formation outside the club, we encourage members to interact with other members and to facilitate this we publish a membership
directory, an email, and promote via a public Facebook group where we often add pictures of group events and our public website.

WAUCtalKk is a publication of the Wisconsin All-computer Users Club. WAUC is a computer club dedicated to promoting and in-
structing the use of computers by WAUC members. WAUCtalk is emailed to all WAUC membership. Free advertising is available
to all WAUC members. We are not responsible for omissions or errors.

WAUC Application for Membership / Renewal

Name

Address

email

City State Zip

What do you want to do with your computer?

To join WAUC, please send a completed form along with a check for $30 ($15 after July 1st) to cover dues from
January 1st through December 31st, 2024.

WAUC
% Bob Banerian

P.O. Box 340883
Milwaukee, WI 53234-0883

First Class
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