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UPCOMING  

PRESENTATIONS 

May – Picnic 

June – Bill James – SPYING 

June 12th – Waukesha County  

Sheriff ’s Department – DRONES 

***515 W Moreland Blvd. 

Ac260   Door 8 

Waukesha, WI 

July – Francis Chao – TETHERING 

YOUR CELL PHONE 

August – Ray Baxter—ANDROID  

AUTO 

September – Judy Taylour— 

ACCESSIBILITY 

October – Al Williams –  

SCAMMERS AND OTHER  

INVASIVE SPECIES  

November – Hewie Poplock – SD 

CARDS 

December – Christmas Party 

 
MARCH 2025  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear WAUC Members, 
 
I LOVE BEING A MEMBER OF 
WAUC!!  I hope you do too!! 

 
I need to thank the staff of WAUC for running 
the February General Meeting and all other 
SIGs while I was on vacation.  Paul did an ex-
cellent job of putting all of the equipment to-
gether without issue. 
We also appreciate Terry for not missing a 
beat to get the newsletters out despite sur-
gery.  AND, we could not exist without Jim 
running all of the SIGs.  He spends lots of time 
in preparation for the SIGs and then creating 
reports for the newsletter.  There are others 
who do so much, Richard, Suzanne, Tom, Jan, 
and many more! 
I am doing a quick survey in this newsletter!   
If you read this, PLEASE send me an email! 
Ddsjr33@wi.rr.com. 
Do you want another 5th Thursday event 
where the staff can help you with any issues, 
example: computer help or set up or training?  
Phone set up, fixes, help with apps, and more?  
Suggestions from you?  I know that Bill wants 
to learn how to copy his CDs to his computer 
and load to flash drives to listen to them in his 
car.  Last event, Jim helped scan 35 MM slides 
to a computer.  What can we help you with?  If 
you want something done, ask us if we can 
help! 
Happy end of winter!! 
 
Don Skarda 
WAUC President 

mailto:Ddsjr33@wi.rr.com
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FEBRURARY 2025 TUTORIAL SIG 

Those attending were Jim Hempel, Terry Harvey, 
Louise Dahms, Karen Fenney, Louise Bozek, Jan Mlag-
an, Margaret Cortez, J.J. Johnson, Richard Durand, 
Betty Zientera, Bill James, John Schwarzmeier, Bill 
Vlach, and Brian Behling. 

Louise D was having problems with her vid-
eo and had to back out and log back in a 
few times before everything was working 
properly.  If you’re having audio or video 

problems with Zoom, close the program and reboot 
your computer. 

Karen just purchased an 
S25+, and Bill J has a new S25 
Ultra with 1T storage!  It’s 
hard to imagine these small 
devices can have such mam-
moth storage capabilities.  Both were purchased di-
rectly from Samsung, and were unlocked.  If you pur-
chase a phone through a carrier, the carrier will have 
blocked the locked phone from working with other 
networks.  If you put a SIM card from a different carri-
er into a locked phone, you’ll get an error message 
and the phone will not work.  This is to ensure the car-
rier you will stay with them.  Cell carriers offer phones 
with payment plans, which keeps you beholden to 
them, usually for 3 years.  However, consumers often 
don’t take into consideration the full cost of the phone 
due to low monthly payments and grossly overspend 
on a phone they may not be able to afford. 

Unlocked Samsung phones have 
many advantages, including 
more flexibility and the ability to 
use different carriers so you’re 
able to choose the carrier with 

the best deals, network coverage, and features. Often, 
they will give you a discount if you return your old 
phone to them. They offer a cleaner software experi-
ence as they lack bloatware.  Carriers preload unnec-
essary and useless apps on the phone using up its re-
sources.  You often get updates directly from Samsung 
before various carriers send them out.  An unlocked 
phone is very travel friendly as you’re able to use SIM 
cards from different countries.  The resale value is 
often higher than a locked phone which is limited to 
its original carrier.  The downside is the cost; you pay 
upfront for the cost of the phone; however, you often 

get a better price than the total of the carrier’s 
total monthly payments.  

A significant disadvantage 
of the unlocked phone is the carrier may not offer 
support should something go wrong.  However, 
Samsung does offer technical support.  You also 
receive a warranty from the manufacturer but 
claiming it can be a process.  It’s not as easy as 
walking into your local carrier and walking out 
with a different phone.  You do have to have some 
technical skills.  The big bugaboo for many is the 
phone has to be paid for in full at the time of pur-
chase.  While a credit card or other financing is an 
option, that would add greatly to the price of the 
phone.  Unlocked phones are sold through the 
manufacturer’s website, Amazon, eBay, Best Buy, 
Walmart, Staples, etc. 

Louise B doesn’t like the 
new Google AI respons-
es while researching.  

Bill advises using multiple sites to check the infor-
mation as the AI answer is not always accurate.  
The AI response uses historical data to make pre-
dictions about the future, can misinterpret que-
ries, and even incorporate false information into 
their summaries.  Google admits its AI Overviews 
can generate “some odd, inaccurate, and some-
times dangerous” answers.  Some have accused 
the results are hallucinations of AI, so scroll down 
on Google to verify the AI reply. 

If you would like to turn off Google’s AI feature on 
your Android phone, just go to the app’s settings 
or your device settings.  Tap Galaxy AI, select the 
services you want to disable, and tap the toggle to 
OFF.  If your desire is to turn off the AI overviews 
in Google Search, open the Google app or your 
Chrome, Firefox, or Opera browser.  Sign into your 
Google account.  Tap LABS MANAGE at the top, 
toggle OFF “AI OVERVIEWS AND MORE. 

Karen is wanting to clean up her old 
smartphone before using Smart Switch 
to transfer the data from her old phone 
to her new phone.  She’s finding she’s 
not able to uninstall some of the apps, 

namely a SAMSUNG LED View wallet cover app.  
Karen really liked the wallet cover but sadly, after 
many experienced problems with the cover, it’s 
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no longer made.  First she should try going to SET-
TINGS, select APPS, locate the app, tap UNINSTALL, 
and tap OK to confirm.  If that doesn’t work, she 
should try to disable it before transferring her data.  
One last ditch effort would be to open the Play Store 
app, tap your USER ICON, tap MY APPS & GAMES, tap 
INSTALLED, tap the app you want to uninstall, then tap 
UNINSTALL.  Upon further investigation if was thought 
it probably wouldn’t transfer to the new phone as the 
wallet covers are no longer made.  Should it show up 
on the new phone it should be able to uninstall it then. 

Jan asked if Smart Switch would even 
transfer bloatware to the new phone.  
Smart Switch does not automatically 
remove bloatware from your old phone 
during the transfer process unless you 

specifically deselect them during the transfer process.  
Smart Switch does give you the option to choose ALL 
apps or which apps to transfer so this is another op-
tion for Karen. 

Jim took us to a very inter-
esting site at:  https://
www.aarp.org/money/scams-
fraud/tracking-map/ .  This is a scam or fraud tracking 
map.  You must have your LOCATION toggled to ON in 
order to see the scams in your area, and you will be 
surprised at how many instances of reports there are.  
You can warn others here if you’ve been scammed 
too.  The site offers information about current scams, 
crypto confusion, and crypto fraud resources.  AARP 
also offers an AARP Fraud Watch Network Helpline at 
877-908-3360 to speak with a Fraud Specialist.  Re-
member, do not answer calls on your cell phone that 
are labeled SPAM or SUSPECTED SPAM.  Do not pur-
chase gift cards, under any circumstances, to be 
mailed to addresses unknown to you.  Stay up to date 
with the latest scams.  Don’t give out any personal in-
formation but rather tell the caller you will call them 
back and look up the phone number of the agency on 
your own and return the call.  If this is an unsolicited 
contact don’t talk with them, if they try to pressure 
you into acting quickly, hang up.  If it sounds too good 
to be true, it is so hang up.  Be very vigilant and should 
you be caught off be sure and were actually scammed, 
contact your local police department’s non-emergency 
phone number and send an email to https://
reportfraud.ftc.gov/ .  Don’t let embarrassment keep 
you from reporting.  We all have weak moments and 

make mistakes.  It’s important to report. 

Next, Jim took us to a 
warning put out by the 
Cudahy Police Depart-
ment.  Their advice is: use 
strong, unique passwords 

for each site.  Enable multi-factor authentication.  
Keep software updated.  Use antivirus software.  
Protect personal information.  Be cautious with 
links and downloads.  Check website security be-
fore entering details.  Avoid public Wi-Fi.  Back up 
your data regularly.  Be mindful of what you share 
on social media.  Each of these points are so im-
portant. 

Lastly, as Jim so often likes to do, a little quiz or 
humor before we all sign off.  We went to:  
https://historyquiz.com/ ,   Here we played a quiz 
on early computers.  It was very fun, interesting 
and enlightening.  Who knew?  If you’re missing 
SIGs, you’re missing it. 
 
Terry L Harvey 

 

FEBRUARY 2025 Q & A SIG 

Terry Harvey, John Schwarzmeier, Jim Hempel, 
Karen Fenney, Richard Durand, Brian Behling, Don 
Skarda, JJ Johnson, Julia Rice, Louise Bozek, Betty 
Robinson, Marcia Zientek, Rita Bruce, Bill Vlach, 
Kathy Mueller were all in attendance. 

We began the meeting with a com-
ment by Julia who said her laptop 
got a software update and after 
that it did not present her with a 
box to sign in. She took it to her 

resident help desk in her apartment building. They 
told her the update probably affected her ability 
to sign in and they corrected the issue. After re-
turning to her room, the pop-up password box 
was there and she could sign into her PC. 

The next question dealt with the 
transfer of data from one Android 
to another. There are several ways 
to do this. But before you do it, you 
should take care of these few things first which 
will make the whole job a bit easier: 

https://historyquiz.com/
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Charge both phones before the transfer. 
Update your old phone so it’s running the 
latest OS – new updates could improve 
the transfer process. Check that you have 
all the login details for your apps, if not, you can usual-
ly reset them once you’ve made the switch. And clear 
out any old apps and documents that you haven’t 
used for months and connect both phones to Wi-Fi. 

The most common method is to 
use your Google account to back 
up data on your old phone, then 

restore it on your new phone during the initial setup 
process; this allows you to transfer contacts, photos, 
apps, and other data seamlessly through Google Drive 
backup and sync features. 

Another popular way is to use a cable. 
This is the quickest way to transfer all 
your data and is probably the simplest, 
particularly if you have a lot to move 
over. Remember, it’s a good idea to first 
back up your files in Google Drive. 

Go through the initial setup process of your new 
phone until you get to the ‘Copying apps and data’ 
screen. Click ‘Next’ at the bottom right. Then hit ‘Next’ 
again. 

The screen will prompt you to connect your cable to 
your old phone.  Then plug the other end of the cable 
into your new device. Click ‘Copy’ on your old device. 
Your new phone will show options of what you can 
copy across. When you’re happy with what you’ve se-
lected, click ‘Copy’. Complete the rest of the set up 
and the copying process will begin. When the copying 
has finished, disconnect the cable. 

Finally, if you have a Samsung phone, to 
transfer data from any Android phone to a 
new Samsung phone, you can use the 
Smart Switch app. You can connect the de-

vices wirelessly or with a USB cable.  

Open the Smart Switch app on the new device. Select 
Receive data. Select Galaxy/Android. Select Wireless. 
On the old device, select Connect to authorize the 
connection. Select the data to transfer. Tap Next to 
complete the transfer. As stated before, you may not 
want all the old data and you should clean up the old 
phone before starting all this. You may also want to 
only transfer your photos and then download fresh up 

to date apps that you have been using. 

Julia noted that her new phone has a lot of icons 
for games that she doesn’t use. We told her that 
in most cases a long press on the icon will bring 
up a box with options. If you see Uninstall, click on 
it and it will be removed from the phone. Some 
apps won’t allow it but may allow you to Disable 
it.  

Then we got into a discus-
sion of “bloatware” on 
phones. If your phone is 
purchased from the cell 
service provider, they may have pre-installed 
apps. The cell service provider gets paid to load 
these apps onto your new phone by the app de-
veloper. Its your choice to use them or lose them. 

Another type of bloatware comes 
the phone manufacturer. I found 
one study that compares the Sam-
sung S22 to a Google Pixel 9. The 
S22 operating system is 32GB while 
the Pixel is 19GB. The Android oper-

ating system, OS, was developed by Google and 
the Pixel uses it in the original form. Other manu-
facturers, like Samsung, make changes and addi-
tions to it resulting in this larger format that in-
cludes their own bloatware. More details on this 
comparison can be found at:   https://
nanoreview.net/en/phone-compare/samsung-
galaxy-s22-exynos-vs-google-pixel-9#specs  
And at:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Comparison_of_mobile_operating_systems  
We had a question from Louise about apps run-
ning in the background. The group generally 
thought that is nothing to worry about. If you are, 
some phones have a way to identify those and 
even control them. On an older Samsung 9, go to 
Settings, Device Care, Battery and App Power 
Management. There you can activate the Adap-
tive Battery function and identify Sleeping apps 
and Deep Sleep apps. 

On more recent Samsung devices, go to Settings, 
Battery, and look at the Power saving and the 
Background usage limits for help with background 
apps and sleeping apps. 

From there we moved onto an article about a   

https://nanoreview.net/en/phone-compare/samsung-galaxy-s22-exynos-vs-google-pixel-9#specs
https://nanoreview.net/en/phone-compare/samsung-galaxy-s22-exynos-vs-google-pixel-9#specs
https://nanoreview.net/en/phone-compare/samsung-galaxy-s22-exynos-vs-google-pixel-9#specs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_mobile_operating_systems
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_mobile_operating_systems
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recent change to Facebook. Meta 
is changing how Live videos are 
stored on Facebook, marking a ma-
jor shift in how the platform man-

ages user-generated content. Live being the key word 
here. A live video on Facebook is a real-time broadcast 
that you can share with your followers. You can go live 
from a profile, page, group, or event. Viewers can 
watch on any device with access to Facebook, 

Starting Wednesday, new live broadcasts can be re-
played, downloaded or shared from Facebook pages 
or profiles for only 30 days before they are removed. 
Previously, they were stored indefinitely. 

The platform will alert users via email or within the 
app before a video is deleted, allowing users to down-
load or transfer their content for up to 90 days. Meta 
has also introduced new tools to make the transition a 
bit easier, including the ability to convert videos into 
Reels or transfer them to cloud storage. 

Since the Panama Canal has been 
in the news lately, and since the 
Geeks on Tour took a trip through 
it, we watched their short video 
on the trip through. Check it out. 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Sw8FcErkDRg   After 
that Marcia showed us a video 
she personally took when going through the Panama 
Canal and how the locks work to get ships from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific oceans. 

For those interested in smart video doorbell de-
vices, we visited a website from PCWorld that 
offered reviews on several devices and buying 
advice. These included various manufacturers, 
models and functionality. For example, some 

make use of existing doorbell wiring to power them 
while others are battery operated. 

A second PCWorld website discussed the 
smart door locks. It also offered tips on 
the large selection of locks, some with 
key pads, some turn knobs and key locks, 
and some with biometric abilities. 

A question came up about viewing your phone on your 
computer and how to do it. On Win 10 and Win 11 
computers, there is an app called Phone Link that can 
be used to show your phone on your computer moni-

tor. You can see your photos, text 
messages, app icons and more. You 
can type text messages on your com-
puter keyboard and see the results 
on your smartphone. It’s a great app 
to try out. If you can’t find it already on your com-
puter, it is available in the Microsoft Store at no 
charge. 

We closed with a short discussion on 
the new iPhone 16e which replaces 
the previous iPhone SE.  We also 
looked at an explanation of IP codes 
that define how secure a device, such 

as a smartphone, is to dirt, dust and liquids. Final-
ly, we had a very short video about the large mis-
siles that were protecting Milwaukee during the 
Cold War. If you missed it, too bad! Come to the 
meetings.  

Seriously, here is a link. Its 
quite interesting to think 
these large powerful weap-
ons were surrounding our 
city and many other cities in 
the US. The Kelly Senior Cen-
ter has a lot of information 
on them since it is on the 
site of a former missile base.   

Jim Hempel 

 

FEBRUARY 2025 SMARTPHONE SIG 

Those in attendance were Jim Hempel, Don 
Skarda, Julia Rice, Terry Harvey, J.J. Johnson, Mar-
cia Zientek, Kathy Mueller, Bill Vlach, Betty Robin-
son, Louise Bozek, Brian Behling, Richard Durand, 
Karen Fenney, John Schwarzmeier, and Rita Bruce. 

J.J. got the meeting started with a collection of 
funnies that he put together from various sources 
and a short trailer from the movie Thelma. We 
continued the discussion with an actual instance 
of a scam in Ozaukee County. This classic scam 

begins with something like 
this--- A phone call or mes-
sage arrives. "Grandma, it’s 
me! I’m in trouble," they’ll 
say, claiming they’ve been in  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sw8FcErkDRg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sw8FcErkDRg
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an accident or need bail money. Don’t believe it – it’s a 
scam! 

This Ozaukee story goes on to 
remind us to: Stay Calm: 
Don’t rush. Scammers thrive 
on panic. Verify: Call your 
grandchild or a trusted family 
member to confirm the story. 
Question them: Ask some-

thing only your real grandchild would know. Maintain 
Privacy: Never share personal or financial details over 
the phone. The whole article is here. https://
www.fox6now.com/news/ozaukee-county-
grandparent-scam-avoid-becoming-victim  
 
Richard wanted to know if asking AI about a previously 
used password could produce results. J.J. said AI 
would not be able to respond to that. Julia comment-
ed that she has changed her mind about AI. Previously 
she didn’t plan to use it, but after discussions about it 
in WAUC meetings, she is more likely to try it, maybe 
even have some fun with it. 

Next up were a few short subjects that Terry suggest-
ed.  

Are you having car troubles? Maybe 
this first video will help identify the 
issue. This video will show you how to 
use the website that can assist in di-
agnosing issues with your vehicle.  
https://www.facebook.com/

reel/1501456270545345 and this is the actual website 
where you enter the make and model  https://
www.startmycar.com/us  

Recently Google search re-
sults begin with an AI sum-
mary. Some people love 
them, some hate the summary. This short video 
showed how to prevent Google from leading the 
search results with the AI summary and you go 
straight to actual results. Watch the video at https://
www.facebook.com/reel/549331498127401 

The last one will show you how to 
create multiple emails from one 
email account. Take a look. He us-
es both Gmail and Outlook exam-

ples to alter his original email address. https://

www.facebook.com/reel/1146521413344420  

I had some things queued 
up for the meeting and we 
started with an item for 
gamers. The website Hey, it’s Free sends out 
emails about items that they find are free each 
week. This one was about free computer and 
smartphone games from Epic. We went over to 
their site to learn more about the free games of 
the week and the other features of the website. 
There is usually from one to three games for free.  
https://store.epicgames.com/en-US/  

Until recently, many times we might find 
out damaged devices like smartphones 
need repairs. Often, they would have to 
be sent to the manufacturer even if 
there were competent repair places 
nearby. We are now seeing a change in 

this. Now some tech companies including Apple 
and Samsung are taking important steps to im-
prove the lifespan of devices by introducing refur-
bishment programs and even allowing you or a 
local repair shop to do the repairs, at least to 
some degree. https://www.cnet.com/tech/
mobile/right-to-repair-milestone-is-a-win-for-tech
-owners-everywhere-and-the-planet/?
utm_source=iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_
campaign=campaign_12750551&zdee=%
5BContact.email_zdee%5D  

We talked about this next item several times in 
the past. Net neutrality rules have been shot 
down again by the FCC and your service providers 
no longer have to treat all customers the same. 

There has always been an interest in keeping our 
smart devices and computers protected from 
phishing, virus, malware and ransomware attacks. 
We reviewed an article and discussed the subject 
as it relates to computers with Win 11. Since Win-
dows is so popular is has become a popular target 
and it’s essential to have good protection for it.   

The CNET article we reviewed 
stated “Windows 11 comes 
with Windows Security, which 
includes Microsoft Defender antivirus. Microsoft 
Defender (previously Windows Defender) is      

https://www.fox6now.com/news/ozaukee-county-grandparent-scam-avoid-becoming-victim
https://www.fox6now.com/news/ozaukee-county-grandparent-scam-avoid-becoming-victim
https://www.fox6now.com/news/ozaukee-county-grandparent-scam-avoid-becoming-victim
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1501456270545345
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1501456270545345
https://www.startmycar.com/us
https://www.startmycar.com/us
https://www.facebook.com/reel/549331498127401
https://www.facebook.com/reel/549331498127401
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1146521413344420
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1146521413344420
https://store.epicgames.com/en-US/
https://www.cnet.com/tech/mobile/right-to-repair-milestone-is-a-win-for-tech-owners-everywhere-and-the-planet/?utm_source=iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_12750551&zdee=%5BContact.email_zdee%5D
https://www.cnet.com/tech/mobile/right-to-repair-milestone-is-a-win-for-tech-owners-everywhere-and-the-planet/?utm_source=iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_12750551&zdee=%5BContact.email_zdee%5D
https://www.cnet.com/tech/mobile/right-to-repair-milestone-is-a-win-for-tech-owners-everywhere-and-the-planet/?utm_source=iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_12750551&zdee=%5BContact.email_zdee%5D
https://www.cnet.com/tech/mobile/right-to-repair-milestone-is-a-win-for-tech-owners-everywhere-and-the-planet/?utm_source=iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_12750551&zdee=%5BContact.email_zdee%5D
https://www.cnet.com/tech/mobile/right-to-repair-milestone-is-a-win-for-tech-owners-everywhere-and-the-planet/?utm_source=iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_12750551&zdee=%5BContact.email_zdee%5D
https://www.cnet.com/tech/mobile/right-to-repair-milestone-is-a-win-for-tech-owners-everywhere-and-the-planet/?utm_source=iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_12750551&zdee=%5BContact.email_zdee%5D
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automatically enabled when you set up Windows 11, 
so you don’t have to do anything to ensure basic pro-
tection for your data. Microsoft Defender is also free, 
making it the best antivirus option for most Windows 
users.”  

For most users, that may be 
all you need. But it does 
lack some privacy tools 
found in other products. It 
does not have a Bank Mode, VPN or password manag-
er. Some members were using freeware and/or paid 
versions of alternate software for their PC’s as well as 
other smart devices. These included Avast, AVG, Bitde-
fender, and McAfee. For more on the subject, refer to:  
https://www.cnet.com/tech/services-and-software/do
-you-need-an-antivirus-for-windows/?
utm_source=iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_cam
paign=campaign_12750551&zdee=%
5BContact.email_zdee%5D  

In other news, Alexa is going to be 
powered by generative AI and will 
be called Alexa Plus. It promises a 
smarter, more conversational, ap-
proachable -- and most importantly, 

proactive -- virtual assistant. According to the article in 
CNET, the new generation of Amazon Alexa, called 
Alexa Plus, can book dinner reservations, set remind-
ers on your calendar, order and send gifts to loved 
ones, and learn your routine and likes and dislikes over 
time to better serve you and those in your household. 
But as with the “classic” Alexa, privacy will surely be a 
thorny issue with Alexa Plus, and one should probably 
think twice before allowing the AI to scour sensitive 
documents like health or financial records. 

Another news item came from 
DirecTV. They are launching a 
slate of new streaming only 
bundles priced between $35 and $40 per month. You 
can choose from three main pack options. For exam-
ple, the MyEntertainment pack will be able to access 
over 40 channels, such as, Bravo, FX, E!, Food Net-
work, basic Disney Plus and Hulu.  

The very familiar Geeks on Tour have a 
10-minute video called Editing with 
Google Photos, Fun with Photos. In this 
video we saw Chris take pictures that 
are crooked and straighten them and 

ones that are dark and lighten them. Google Pho-
tos comes in three flavors. There is the app ver-
sion available for the iPhone and for the Android 
smartphones and the web version you can use on 
a computer. Another benefit of Photos is that is 
can open up space on your smartphone by simply 
saving the photos in the cloud. Then those photos 
will be available on your smartphone, your tablet 
and your computer. Any changes you make on 
any device will also be available on the other de-
vices.  

After this introduction, she 
took a photo with some clutter 
in the background and demon-
strated a simple crop tech-

nique. In one of the examples, she selected a pic-
ture of a sunset on the beach, but it had two peo-
ple in the background. You could crop the picture 
to remove them but takes away part of sunset. 
The better option is to use a feature called the 
Magic Eraser. She also pointed out the Revert op-
tion that brings up the original if you change your 
mind. 

The Magic Eraser is 
only available on 
smartphones, not 
on the web version of Photos. So she opened 
Google Photos on a smartphone and selected this 
photo. To bring up the Magic Eraser, tap the Edit, 
then tap Tools and finally Magic Eraser. It quickly 
anylizes the photo and makes a suggestion for 
correction. It did this by presenting the photo with 
two people highlighted in a blurry fashion. Next, 
simply tap Erase All and those two people magi-
cally disappear and the area is filled in automati-
cally to look like part of the scene. To get all the 
details on these photo tricks and tips, take look at 
the entire video.  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ZvVX6f6WW2c  

Finally, if you are in a picture and want to remove 
the entire background of *****everything and 
leave only your own image, you need to use your 
iPhone Photos or Android Gallery. Google Photos 
can’t do this. Open the photo in either Photos or 
Gallery. Long press on your 
image until you can move it 
around. Lift your finger. 

https://www.cnet.com/tech/services-and-software/do-you-need-an-antivirus-for-windows/?utm_source=iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_12750551&zdee=%5BContact.email_zdee%5D
https://www.cnet.com/tech/services-and-software/do-you-need-an-antivirus-for-windows/?utm_source=iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_12750551&zdee=%5BContact.email_zdee%5D
https://www.cnet.com/tech/services-and-software/do-you-need-an-antivirus-for-windows/?utm_source=iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_12750551&zdee=%5BContact.email_zdee%5D
https://www.cnet.com/tech/services-and-software/do-you-need-an-antivirus-for-windows/?utm_source=iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_12750551&zdee=%5BContact.email_zdee%5D
https://www.cnet.com/tech/services-and-software/do-you-need-an-antivirus-for-windows/?utm_source=iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_12750551&zdee=%5BContact.email_zdee%5D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvVX6f6WW2c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvVX6f6WW2c
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Then tap Save Image. The result will look like the sec-
ond image with all background details gone.  

More details are in this video. The process works simi-
lar in either iPhone Photos or the Android Gallery.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=8dH9OlqfHEE&t=56s  

Jim Hempel  

 

MARCH 2025 LEADERSHIP MEETING 

Those in attendance were: Jim Hempel, Don Skarda, 
Richart Durand, Tom Martini, Suzanne Holcomb, Jan 
Mlagan, and Terry Harvey. 

Tom is going to change his phone number on the tri-
folds to his new number. This will be especially helpful 
for him as he shares them around his new area. 

Another reminder that there will be a Drone Presenta-
tion on June 12th which will replace our regular Thurs-
day meeting.  It will take place from 6:00-8:00 at the 
Waukesha County Sheriff’s Department and will 
demonstrate how law enforcement uses drones in 
their work. 

Tom suggested that we adjust the dates on the news-
letter to show the next month’s SIGs and events. Jim 
agreed, stating that it does not make sense to have 
meeting dates that have already passed. 

Tom will reserve the Brass Key for lunch on March 
25th. The attendance at the lunches has been dwin-
dling, with only 7 people last month. The question is 
“Do we want to continue to have monthly lunches?” 

We are still working on this year’s calendar. Don will 
send Jim a working copy to verify dates and events. 

Suzanne, our rock star, has everything ready for the 
March General Meeting. 

Jim will take trifolds to the Cudahy Library. He also 
offered to take them to Wilson Park Senior Center and 
have them available on the sign-in table. 

We had a lengthy discussion about the May 1st Picnic. 
There will be hot dogs and Italian sausages supplied by 
the club. There will be a sign-up sheet available at the 
next two general meetings for all the rest of the food 
items. 

Richard is continuing to bring the items for the free 

table. Take a look to see what you need. 

The Investment meeting had 4 people on ZOOM. 
The March meeting will be from 6:00-8:00 at the 
Tosa Library. After that, the future meetings will 
hopefully be held at Jackson Park Lutheran 
Church. 

We need your help! Suzanne will not be available 
for refreshments on April 3rd, can you help? 

Before we finished the meeting, Richard asked if 
the club could allow new people to forward us 
questionable emails. Don offered to set up a 
Gmail account on an old computer where he 
would check them out.   

But wait…if you are ever in doubt, first check it 
out on SNOPES! 

The next Leadership Meeting will be March 31st at 
7:30. 

Jan Mlagan 

 

EMOJIS – PROS AND CONS 
  

Emojis have become an integral part of text mes-
saging, bringing a new level of expression and 
communication. The pros are evident: emojis add 
emotional context, enhance brevity, and foster 
understanding across language barriers. They in-
ject personality into digital conversations and can 
even boost engagement. However, there are cons 
to consider as well. Misinterpretation is a risk, as 
emojis can be subjective and context-dependent. 
Overuse may diminish their impact, and reliance 
on emojis might hinder the development of 
strong written communication skills. Striking a 
balance is key, leveraging emojis to enhance ra-
ther than replace meaningful dialogue. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8dH9OlqfHEE&t=56s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8dH9OlqfHEE&t=56s
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WAUC: Wisconsin All-computer Users Club, WAUC was established to provide an educational forum for people interested in 

learning about computers and related devices. WAUC provides educational programs and publications for its members, as well as 

providing social and charitable opportunities for the membership. While WAUC is a private club and doesn’t share any member in-

formation outside the club, we encourage members to interact with other members and to facilitate this we publish a membership 

directory, an email, and promote via a public Facebook group where we often add pictures of group events and our public website.  

WAUCtalk is a publication of the Wisconsin All-computer Users Club. WAUC is a computer club dedicated to promoting and in-

structing the use of computers by WAUC members. WAUCtalk is emailed to all WAUC membership. Free advertising is available 

to all WAUC members. We are not responsible for omissions or errors.  

WAUC Application for Membership / Renewal  

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________  

email___________________________________________________________________________________________  

City________________________________________________________________ State________Zip_____________ 

What do you want to do with your computer?_________________________________________________________  

To join WAUC, please send a completed form along with a check for $30 ($15 after July 1st) to cover dues from 

January 1st through December 31st, 2025. 

 

WAUC  

% Bob Banerian  

P.O. Box 340883  

Milwaukee, WI 53234-0883  

First Class 

 

Your membership makes a difference 


