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UPCOMING PRESENTATIONS

June—Chris Taylor presents Win-
dows Performance Tune-up

July—Bill James presents Smart TVs

and Digital Photo Frames

August—Hewie Poplock presents Al

for Seniors

September—John Kennedy presents

Bitwarden Password Management

October—Judy Taylour presents Dig-

ital Couponing and Amazon Rufus

November—TBD

December—WAUC Christmas Party
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APRIL 2026 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Greetings WAUC Members,

April has arrived, bringing with it the full
swing of spring and a great opportunity to
continue growing our knowledge and connec-
tion as a club. Thank you to everyone who
attended our March meeting in person or on
Zoom and contributed to the lively discus-
sions and helpful sharing of ideas.

Our WAUC community continues to thrive because of members
like you who are willing to ask questions, offer solutions, and
explore new technology together. Whether it’s learning about
software updates, improving online security, or discovering use-
ful apps, each meeting provides something valuable for every-
one.

| encourage you to listen to the audio discussion Created by JJ
Johnson via Al about our March newsletter. It is outstanding!
Please forward that link to others so they may become interest-
ed in WAUC!

https://drive.google.com/file/
d/14kd9zAX3UfWD7yJylcsRhD8BJUQngBgm/view?usp=sharing

For our April meeting, we will continue focusing on practical,
everyday technology topics that make computing easier, safer,
and more enjoyable. As always, we encourage you to bring your
qguestions, tips, and any recent tech discoveries to share with
the group.

Looking ahead, we are always interested in hearing your ideas
for future programs. If there’s a topic you would like covered or
if you would like to present something to the group, please
don’t hesitate to reach out.

Thank you again for your continued support and participation in
WAUC. Your involvement is what makes this club such a wel-
coming and valuable resource for all members.

If you have not signed up for the May Picnic, do so immediate-
ly! We need to know who is coming! Contact Don
Skarda.

I look forward to seeing everyone at our April meeting.

Best regards,

Don Skarda
President
Wisconsin All-computer Users Club (WAUC)
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MARCH 2026 TUTORIAL SIG

Those attending included Jim Hempel, Don Skarda,
J.J. Johnson, Julia Rice, Terry Harvey, Jan Mlagan,
Margaret Cortez, Betty Robinson, and Richard Du-
rand.

Julia lost the shortcut icon to her Microsoft Office

Suite for the Mac. She was directed to open FINDER,

locate the app, and DRAG it to the desktop.

_— Jim showed a short video,

WINDOWS 11 25H2
10 NEW FEATURES

: were the Start Menu, Windows
Snapping, Snap Grouping, Improved Settings, Multi-
ple Desktops, Widgets, New Keyboard Shortcuts,

Teams App Built In, Quick Settings Menu, Focus Assist

Updates, and Dictation Updates.

We looked at an article about how
color laser printers track your printer.
When a laser printer prints a color
document it includes miniscule yellow dots visible

with a blue LED light. These drops contain an ID code

that can be traced back to your printer.

Going “off the record” with

. ChatGPT ChatGPT is a smart move for pri-

vacy, ensurlng your conversations

are not saved to your history or used to train future
Al models. To Disable Training and History, click on
your profile picture/name in the bottom-left corner.
Go to SETTINGS, DATA CONTROLS, and turn CHAT
HISTORY & TRAINING to OFF. This mode then func-
tions like “incognito” mode. It doesn’t save chats to
the sidebar, use memory, or train models.

Feedback fatigue is a state of

to an excessive, constant, or
overly critical barrage of feed-
back. Jim learned of this on the Today Show. How
was your delivery? How was your food? Was it
cooked properly? Was food served the appropriate
temperature? How was your service? You get the
gist.

In a 2025, cybercriminals cir-
culated a 3.5 terabyte, 23 bil-
lion-row database compiled

“Windows 11, 11 New Features” by
Mike Tholfsen. The features shown

,43 feeling overwhelmed, emotional-
" ly depleted, and disengaged due

_Intelligence X

intelx.io

from past, independent attacks, which contained

183 million unique email addresses. Was your’s

included? Check at INTELX.IO by entering your

email address and pressing ENTER. If your email

address is listed, you’re advised to change your
password.

-~ g The quickest, easiest way to open
an Incognito window in Chrome is

to use the keyboard shortcut CTRL

G SHIFT +N on Windows, Linux, or
Chrome. In Firefox use CTRL + SHIFT + P. Private
browsing (incognito mode) is primarily used to
prevent your device from saving your information.
No cookies, no history, no trace.

Richard likes Avast Bank Mode. It's a g’@
security feature within Avast Secure
Browser and Avast Antivirus that cre-
ates an isolated, virtual desktop envi-
ronment to protect your online banking and shop-
ping sessions. It acts as a “safe PC within your
PC”, preventing keyloggers, hackers, and malware
from stealing sensitive data or taking screenshots.

Bank Mode

Telling a fake login page
G v paypal.com (phishing page) from a legiti-
mate one requires careful

inspection of the URL, security indicators, and the
behavior of the page itself. This can be very diffi-
cult to do because the URL may look very correct.
Attackers clone legitimate sites such as banks and
email providers to steal credentials. Carefully in-
spect the URL. Scammers often make slight
changes to legitimate domain names such as mi-
crosOft.com instead of Microsoft.com or a very
hard-to-detect paypal.com instead of pay-
pal.com. Legitimate websites use https:// and
show a padlock icon. However, many phishing
sites now use https or http:// This is a massive
red flag. Be very cautious of login prompts that
appear suddenly or inside a pop-up window ra-
ther than a dedicated page. If logos look pixelat-
ed or stretched, that’s another red flag. Proven
verification techniques include hovering over the
link before clicking on it to see the actual destina-
tion URL at the bottom of your screen, never using
links in emails or texts to log in, and using a pass-
word manager to autofill credentials on the legiti-
mate site they have stored. If you can’t drag the



pop-up box out of the way, it’s fake.

Your phone is listening to every
& word you say. Phones do not

) typically record all of your con-

" versations for advertising, but

: a3 they do listen passively to detect
wake words like “OK Google, or “Hey Siri”. Sophisti-
cated tracking of your search history, location, and
social media activity usually causes relevant ads, ra-
ther than audio eavesdropping, though some apps
may misuse microphone permissions.

We discussed 10 settings to change on your device.
On your iPhone, go to SETTINGS, PRIVACY & SECURI-
TY, LOCATION SERVICES, SYSTEM SERVICES, SIGNIFI-
CANT LOCATIONS, turn OFF.

In Google, go to DATA, WEB & APP ACTIVITY, and DIS-
ABLE VOICE and AUDIO ACTIVITY.

On Amazon app, go to MENU, SETTINGS, PERMIS-
SIONS. Find the MICROPHONE section. Toggle OFF
or deny permission for the app to use the micro-
phone.

To revoke Bluetooth permis-
sions for individual retail apps,
go to your phones SETTINGS, %
APPS/APPLICATION MANAG-

ER, select the specific app tap PERMISSIONS and deny
access to NEARBY DEVICES. This will stop apps from
tracking your location using in-store beacons known
as “Bluetooth Silent Sniffers”.

Remove Apps Permission

Did you know you are able
) to opt out of Google track-
# ing and data collection?

» You can install the Google
Analytlcs Opt -out Browser Add-on, delete your My
Activity history, and manage ad preferences in
Chrome settings. These tools allow you to stop per-
sonalized ads, block analytics tracking, and manage
your data privacy. To disable personalized ads and
edit ad privacy settings go to your GMAIL, SETTINGS,
DATA & PRIVACY, turn OFF.

To stop Gemini from scanning your personal data,
you must turn off Gemini Apps Activity, disable Work-
space extensions, and turn off smart features in
Gmail. To disable Gemini Apps Activity, go to GEMI-
NI.GOOGLE.COM. Tap ACTIVITY in the bottom left

corner. Click TURN OFF at the top of the screen.
Select TURN OFF or TURN OFF AND DELETE ACTIV-
ITY.

To prevent Gemini from look- A& Sl
ing up your personal data in

Collecting
other Google apps, go to GEM- LSEIEl Data
INI.GOOGLE.COM, click SETTINGS, EXTENSIONS,
and toggle GOOGLE WORKSPACE to OFF.

This will stop Gemini from using your email con-
tent and attachments for Al processing: Open
GMAIL on a computer, click SETTINGS, SEE ALL
SETTINGS, scroll down to SMART FEATUES AND
PERSONALIZATION, UNCHECK the box to disable
it.

\IE Lastly, to remove Gemini on your An-
droid device, OPEN THE GEMINI APP,
| tap your PROFILE ICON, tap SETTINGS,
APPS, toggle OFF settings that allow Gemini to in-
teract with other Google services.

ES
=
=

Terry L Harvey

MARCH 2026 Q & A SIG

Those attending included Jim Hempel, Terry Har-
vey, J.J. Johnson, Louise Bozek, Julia Rice, Betty
Robinson, Richard Durand, Bill James, Kathy
Mueller, Rita Bruce, and Louise Dahms.

Honorary WAUC member, James C
Smith, has asked WAUC members to
beta-test his new game, Sky Arrows.

Sky Arrows was developed by Gleeful Fﬂﬂ
Moment Games. The way to get the

game and join in the fun was posted on 5 {DL;J'
WAUC's Groups.io. The criteria was all L'—\_.
beta-testers needed to have a Gmail

address and log into the Play Store using their
Gmail email address, then to click on the provided
link. The plan was to download the game and
send feedback to
James@GleefulMomentGames.com, and we’ll dis-
cuss it next week. There will be a contest to see
who has the highest score and the winner will be
announced at the Smartphone SIG next week.
Editor’s note: The winner of a Walmart gift card



mailto:James@GleefulMomentGames.com

was Rita Bruce who was on Level 1030. Way to go,
Rita!

Jim took us to a favorite web- ;
site of his called, Hey, it’s Free H y, .
at: heyitsfree.com. Thisis a ey' M W
very fun site full of freebies. Did you know QDOBA is
giving away free queso and chips throughout all of
2026 whenever there is a full moon? Hallmark will
give away one free Hallmark card a month in 2026. If
you have a T-Mobile or Sprint qualifying plan you can
get a free 1-year Basic or Classic AAA Membership.
Dairy Queen was giving away free ice cream cones
today. Those are just a few of many of the freebies
available. Check it out!

Jim was using his free Proton email
account. You may remember we
recently had on this free email ac-
count and Proton browser. Bill reminded us Proton
gives 500GB to each email address.

W Proton Mail

Secure email that protects your privacy

sung’s latest, greatest smartphone with fast-
er charging, new camera capabilities, and
more seamless Al integrations.

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ Louise B asked, “What is
Samsung Multi Control?”

| Multi Control lets you con-
X nect your smartphone with
“Z your other devices such as
your tablet, PC, or even a keyboard and mouse. You
can move between screens, drag and drop files
across devices, and work as if you are using dual
monitors. Jim then showed us a short video showing
how to connect various devices, keeping devices
close together for good performance. Should you
have a problem, the video reminded to restart devic-
es and keep them in close proximity.

Louise B used DEX to cast her phone to her
television. She did have to purchase an @
HDMI adapter for her TV, as it’s a bit old.

Now she will finally be able to read the news-

letter! Bill advised that if she would get a keyboard
and mouse she will be able to use her phone/

television/keyboard/mouse combination as a com-
puter.

Next, we went to TomsGuide.com to look at some of

Amazon’s Spring sale bargains. Amazon has some
sweet sales on Skechers, Legos, Bissell, Shark, Bel-
kin, Easter basket stuffers and much, much more.

Consumers need to be
BEWARE o alerted to some new high-

POﬁG Ptm" tech tactics’ porch pirates

are using to combat security cameras. They are
using inexpensive electronic gadgets to jam the
Wi-Fi connection to a home’s security system.
While this is a federally illegal tactic, these devices
either disrupt the video recording completely or
corrupt portions of it. There are cameras that you
can buy that don’t rely on Wi-Fi, but they must be
hardwired using an ethernet cable. Or, you can
buy cameras that have local storage with a
memory card so you don’t need Wi-Fi to send the
video to the cloud. Another thought is you could
have multiple wireless networks in your home on
different frequencies and attach a camera to each
individual Wi-Fi network.

Jim likes to end our meetings with funny or weird
information. Tonight, he had both. We looked at
a few pranks on porch pirates, then “The Weirdest
Cars Ever Made.” Believe me when | say they
were weird.

Terry L Harvey

MARCH 2026 SMARTPHONE SIG

Those attending were Jim Hempel, Don Skarda,
Terry Harvey, Richard Durand, Louise Dahms,
Betty Robinson, Rita Bruce, Marcia Zientek, Louise
Bozek, Karen Feaney, Donald Gardner, and Marga-
ret Cortez.

The meeting began with a discus-
sion of a gaming app. James C
Smith joined WAUC in the early
90’s, as a teenager. He taught him-
self coding, and developed a num-
ber of games and business applications even be-
fore graduating from high school. He became a
proficient programmer for a number of recogniza-
ble companies such as Bell Ambulance, Reflexive
Entertainment, Logicware, Amazon, and Mobili-
tyWare. Most recently, while still working for Mo-
bilityWare, he’s working on a side gig, More Glee-




ful Games. He will be taking one of his games to the
market called Sky Arrows, and asked our club to do
some testing of beta copies of the game. Terry gave
out special links and instructions to our members to
download it to their devices and test out these beta
copies of the game. The criteria was to have a Gmail
email address and to have an Android phone.

CONTGST She set up a contest with this SIG

meeting as the deadline for using
the app. The member having the most games com-
pleted would get a gift card. The results came in with
Terry at 253 levels completed, Marcia with 500, Jim
with 566 and the top player, Rita with 1030. Jim also
tried it on his older S9 Samsung phone and a Sam-
sung tablet. It worked fine on the S9. On the tablet,
the display was slightly larger than the available

screen area so to operate properly, he had to re-
center the app display.

Next up, Terry asked a question about the

Google Messages app. She wanted to

know how to send a text to multiple peo-

ple, a group she already has created in

Contacts. Jim had several texts going to multiple loca-
tions but he didn’t create an actual group for them.
He prepared to send a text to one person and then
added a second, or more, to that text. Terry was in-
terested in writing a text message to the group,

something she’s done in the past but can’t remember
how.

Steps to Create a Group Message:

CREATE & Open Messages: Launch the Google
NAME Messages app on your Android de-

GROUP TEXT vice. Tap the Start chat button
(usually a message bubble icon at the
bottom right). Select Create group from the options.
Choose the people you want to include from your
contact list, or type their phone numbers. Tap Next
and provide a name for the group (optional). Type
your message and hit the send button (arrow). Its as
simple as that.

If everyone has RCS enabled, you gy ——
will have features like typing indi- || ™
cators and high-resolution media

sharing. Want to add more with-
in an existing chat? You can tap the three-dot menu,
select Group details, and then add more people. Also

in the group details, you can select the option to
leave the group. Note: The Samsung Messages
app follows similar steps, with a "Create Group"
option often found immediately after clicking the
new message button.

An alternate method is to use your Contacts list.

To do this, Open the Messages app. Tap Start chat
in the bottom right corner. Select Create group.
Then select the contacts you want to add from
your list, or type their phone numbers. Tap Next.
Enter a name for the group, then tap Done. Send
a message to officially create the group chat.

|SCHEDULE TEXT MESSAGE el
es, we talked
about how to schedule sending a message to

some future time/day. Here are the methods for
both iPhone and Android.

On iPhone (iOS 18 and later) start by
opening the Messages app and
choose a conversation. Tap the +
button next to the text field, then se-
lect Send Later. Set the desired date and time by
dragging the time wheel. Type your message and
tap the blue send button (it will have a timer
icon). Note: Scheduled messages appear with a
dashed outline until they are sent.

On the Android (Google Messages),
' you start by opening the Messages
app and a conversation. Type your
message, then press and hold the
send arrow. A popup will appear; choose from
suggested times or pick a custom date and time.
Tap Save, then press the send icon, which will
now have a timer symbol. Note: Your phone must
have a cellular or Wi-Fi connection at the sched-
uled time to send the message.

Google Messages

Then we discussed why you might Schedule
want to do this. Delaying or

scheduling text messages allows
you to send messages at a more
appropriate time so you don’t
disturb recipients late at night or during work
hours. It can also act as a reminder for tasks or
birthdays. It helps manage time zones, and allows
you to edit messages for typos before they send.
The Google Calendar app also provides a way to




set reminders for yourself.

Louise B wanted to know if anyone used
a cover for the camera lens. Marcia com-
mented to be careful with that since the
camera lens are precision ground and
any cover may distort the view. Karen
and Marcia prefer the wallet cover, which has a flap
covering the screen when not in use.

Compatible with
Samsung 526 Uttra

While in the past, you were not allowed to send
funds using your Venmo account to a PayPal account
but this changed and it is now allowed.

Venmo and PayPal

users can send pay- venmo ' Paypal

ments to one another. To find a PayPal user on
Venmo, enter their phone number when searching or
starting a payment. Double-check that you’ve en-
tered the full phone number associated with the re-
cipient’s PayPal account. If you encounter an issue,
ask the recipient to check their Search privacy
settings and make sure their account is visible on
Venmo.

There are no fees to send money from Venmo to Pay-
Pal within the U.S. using your Venmo balance, debit
card, or participating bank account. There is a fee for
sending personal payments with your credit card.

CHANGE Many of you may have received

HEaLTHCAre lettersin the mail about a data
L breach at Change Healthcare. These

can look suspicious but they are real.

UnitedHealthGroup™ \nre watched a short video from Ros-

sen Reports on this subject. You can watch it here.
https://www.wbaltv.com/article/protect-yourself-
after-change-healthcare-data-breach/62302701

Then we watched a Reel -
on AdGuard. AdGuard ‘ ¢ ADGUARD
Private DNS is a free, se- '

cure, and encrypted DNS service that blocks ads,
trackers, and malicious websites system-wide on mo-
bile and desktop without installing apps.

To set it up on Android: Go to Settings > Connections
> More Connection Settings > Private DNS. Select
"Private DNS provider hostname" and enter
dns.adguard.com. For iOS (iPhone/iPad): Download
the AdGuard iOS app to configure DNS protection or
install a configuration profile, as I0S requires this to

set up DNS-over-HTTPS or TLS.

help guide us to the next destina-
tion. These searches are retained
by Maps. You may want to go to
that destination again, so that retained search can
be helpful. Some may want to delete those
searches. Here is a way to do that.

A lot of us will use Google Maps to Q

Google Maps

To delete Google Maps Location History (Android
& i0S), follow these steps.

Open Google Maps: Ensure you are signed in. Tap
your profile picture/initial, then select Your Time-
line. Tap the three vertical dots in the top right,
then select Settings. Now you can delete all if you
choose Delete all Location History. Or you can de-
lete just a range: Select Delete Location History
range to remove a specific time period. Auto-
delete: Select Auto-delete Location History and
set a time frame (e.g., 3 months) to have old data
removed automatically.

We closed with a question on leaked Google pass-
words. one way is to use the Google Password
Checkup:

Go to your Google Account, navi-
gate to the Security tab, select
Password Checkup, and click
Check passwords to identify if
any saved credentials appear in known data
breaches. Check myaccount.google.com/
notifications for notifications from Google regard-
ing compromised passwords or unusual sign-in
activity. You can also check the Dark Web Report.
Within the Security tab, use the "Dark web re-
port" feature to see if your personal information
(including passwords) has been exposed in third-
party breaches.

GOOGLE'S
PASSWORD

CHECKUP

There is also a
Third-Party Tool
that we have talked
about in previous meetings: Use Have | Been
Pwned to check if your email address or password
has been found in any known online data breach-
es. https://haveibeenpwned.com/

Then what actions to take If Your Password is
leaked? Change the compromised password for


https://www.wbaltv.com/article/protect-yourself-after-change-healthcare-data-breach/62302701%20
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your Google account and any
Two-Factor other sites where you reused
Authentication the same password and activate
(ZFA) two-factor authentication (2FA)

(2-Step Verification) to protect
your account even if your password is stolen.

Jim Hempel

MARCH 2026 LEADERSHIP MEETING

Those in attendance were; Terry Harvey, Jim Hempel,
Don Skarda, Jan Mlagan, J.J. Johnson, Richard Du-
rand, and Bob Banerian.

Bob reported that the finances are doing well. He
also said that there have not been any requests/
payments for hardcopies of the newsletter this year.

Reminder for the next 5™ Thursday which will be April
30" in the church hall. If you are wanting to change
your videos, movies, or slides into digital copies, bring
an SD card, not a thumb drive to the meeting. Don
and Jim will get as much finished at the meeting as
possible.

The February Investment SIG had 5 people in attend-
ance. They watched a Wealth Track video. If you
want to know more about what they are doing attend
one of their meetings. The next meeting will be
March 24" at the Wauwatosa Library.

The WAUC lunch is held the 4™
Tuesday of each month at Mey-
" er’s restaurant. There were 9
¥, people in attendance in Febru-
W ary. Attending this event is a
good way to get to know and socialize with fellow
members.

Don is looking into getting a room at the Muskego
Library to offer one-on-one help to the community.
The tentative date is April 27" from 1:00-3:00.

Terry is not getting notifications from Groups.io at
her new email address, which means that she didn’t
get a notice of tonight’s meeting. She and Don will
work to get this corrected after the meeting.

The WAUC Picnic will be held on May 7", Don will be
sending out reminders for the picnic and food sign-
up, please watch for this in your email and reply

ASAP. We need to know how much meat to or-
der.

Jim is going to check with Don Gardner to see if he
will be at the Picnic and if he is bringing the Bingo
cards and gift card prizes.

The Janczak’s need to be notified of what they
need to bring for the picnic. There should be a list
of these items, Suzanne Holcomb will be contact-
ed about it.

J.J. was not able to connect with Groups.io this
month to get an Al newsletter created. He will try
another time.

Deb Kolter will start working on the new club di-
rectory as soon as time permits. Check to make
sure all your information is correct before she cre-
ates the final copy.

The next leadership meeting will be on April 20"
at 7:30. All are invited, it is all about your club!

Jan Mlagan

IS IT OKAY TO SIGN-IN WITH
GOOGLE OR FACEBOOK?

Using your Google or Facebook account to sign in
to other websites has become very common. This
feature, known as single sign-on, offers both ad-
vantages and disadvantages that are worth under-
standing before you click that button.

One of the biggest advantages is convenience. In-
stead of creating and remembering dozens of
usernames and passwords, you can log in with
just one account. For example, if you want to
quickly join a new shopping site or try out a news
app, signing in with Google can save time and
eliminate frustration. It’s especially helpful for
people who struggle to keep track of multiple
passwords.

Security can also be a
benefit. Google, in par-
ticular, offers strong

5 6006LE D

protections like two- ol B : "R
factor authentication '\ FAcEBOOK. J
and alerts for suspicious IS, were O

activity. This can make



your login more secure than using a weak or reused
password across multiple sites. Facebook also pro-
vides security features, though it has faced more pub-
lic scrutiny over how user data is handled.

However, there are some downsides. One major con-
cern is privacy. When you sign in using Google or Fa-
cebook, you are allowing those platforms to share
certain personal information—such as your name and
email address—with the website or app. Over time,
this can lead to more of your online activity being
connected and tracked.

Another drawback is dependency. If you lose access
to your Google or Facebook account—whether it’s
hacked, locked, or forgotten—you could also lose ac-

cess to every account connected through it. This
can be a serious inconvenience, especially if im-
portant services are involved.

In the end, using Google or Facebook to signinis a
trade-off between convenience and control. It
works well for low-risk sites, but for more sensitive
accounts, creating a separate login is often the saf-
er choice.

The fastest land mammal is a
toddl|l er whoos

whatds in thei

WAUC
2026
ANNUAL
BOARD
DINNER
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WAUC: Wisconsin All-computer Users Club, WAUCwas established to provide an educeé

|l earning about computers and related devices. WAUC provide
providing social and charitable opportuniti @&s sfhoarr et haen ymenmek
formation outside the club, we encourage members topintera
directory, an email, and promote via a public Facebotoek gr o

WAUCtalki s a publicati onomputbe Wsscen€i obAl WAUC is a comput e
structing the use of computers by WAUC members. WAUCtal k i
to all WAUC members. We are not responsible for omissions

WAUC Application for Membership / Renewal

Na me

What do you want to do with your computer?

To join WAUC, please send a completed form along with a <c¢bh
January 1st through December 31st, 2026.

% Bob Baneri an
P. O. Box 340883
Mi |l waukee, -0WIB353234

First Class

TECH MADE SIMPLE—FOR EVERY GENERATION
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