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UPCOMING PRESENTATIONS

April—J.J. Johnson presents The Safety of the
Neighborhood

May—WAUC Picnic

June—Chris Taylor presents Windows Perfor-
mance Tune-up

July—Bill James presents Smart TVs and Digi-
tal Photo Frames

August—Hewie Poplock presents Al for Sen-
iors

September—John Kennedy presents Bitwarden

Password Management

October—Judy Taylour presents Digital Cou-
poning and Amazon Rufus

November—

December—WAUC Christmas Party

= From the desk of
IT Pastor Fred...

Dear Don,

whole cangregation we de want to thank you

fox the veny genenous gift of $600 from
Waue. We are very apprecigtive of this

ministwy program and fix the elevater. We

ate most grateful.

On anathier note-the elevator is now working!
J called anathier elevator company-ene that J
fad not called before (and J called many!)
times now and evenything is a-oft!

Fastorn Fred

FEBRUARY 2026
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear WAUC Members,

As we move into March, I want
to thank each of you for your
continued support and partici-
pation in the Wisconsin All-
computer Users Club. Our or-
ganization remains strong because of your
enthusiasm, knowledge-sharing, and will-
ingness to help one another navigate to-
day’s ever-changing technology landscape.

February Highlights

Last month’s presentation Randy Ray pre-
sents Genealogy generated excellent dis-
cussion. This was a type of presentation we
have not had for a long time. Thank you to
everyone who shared questions and advice.

March Program
For our March meeting, we will be having

Bill James presents All About the Comput-

ers in Your New Car which should be very
interesting! Don’t miss this presentation!
We will also allow time for open Q&A, so
please bring your questions!

Looking Ahead

As we approach spring, we are planning for
the May—WAUC Picnic! If you want to
help plan, please join the leadership meet-
ing Zoom on February 16™, 7:30PM.
WAUC continues to serve as a place where
technology users of all levels can learn in a
welcoming environment. Thank you for be-
ing part of that mission.

I look forward to seeing everyone at our
March meeting.

Sincerely,

Don Skarda
President, WAUC



JANUARY 2026 TUTORIAL SIG

Those attending included Jim Hempel, Don Skarda, J.J.

Johnson, Terry Harvey, Betty Robinson, Louise
Dahms, Jan Mlagan, Louise Bozek, Rita Bruce, Kathy
Mueller, and Richard Durand.

Louise B took home a keyboard
from the Free Table at the General
Meeting. She paired it with her
phone via Wi-Fi to try using it to
type from her phone. It seemed to
pair easily but the keyboard still
doesn’t type on the phone. She put
in new batteries but the results are the same. She
will try the following suggestions: Make sure Blue-
tooth is enabled on the phone. Swipe down from the
top of your screen to open QUICK SETTINGS and tap
the BLUETOOTH icon. Make sure Bluetooth is ON.
Put the keyboard in PAIRING MODE. To accomplish
that, make sure the keyboard is ON. PRESS AND
HOLD the dedicated Bluetooth pairing button (often
labeled with a Bluetooth symbol or numbered 1, 2, 3)
for a few seconds until an indicator light starts flash-
ing. To Pair a new device or scan on your phone,
make sure your keyboard’s name should appear in
the list of available devices, TAP ON IT. If prompted,
TYPE THE CODE shown on your phone using the key-
board and press ENTER.

%, %, m,

Jim’s old webcam finally gave out.
He’d been using the same one he
bought with his desktop back in 2014.
Although he’s upgraded the computer
many times over the years, the
webcam was the latest piece that needed replacing.

WAUC's board has been reviewing the future of the
Tutorial SIG. Ideally, each session would focus on a
specific topic to teach, but we’ve been struggling to
come up with new ideas. Do you have topic sugges-
tions? What would you like to learn at this SIG?
Would you prefer a different format altogether?
Since no suggestions have been offered so far, we’ll
continue with the current approach until we develop
a better plan.

Louise D expressed interest in learning about some of
the innovations showcased at the 2026 Consumer
Electronics Show—and what a great idea that was.
Jim came prepared with several highlights, including

the PC Magazine Best in
Show winners. Best Mobile
Tech: Samsung Galaxy Z Tri-
Fold. Best Laptop: Lenovo
ThinkPad X1 Carbon Gen 14
Aura Edition. Best Desktop PC: HP EliteBoard
Gla. Best Gaming Display: Lenovo Legion Pro
Rollable OLED. Best Graphics Card: MSI GeForce
RTX 5090 Lightning Z. Best Chip: Intel Core Ultra
300 Series “Panther Lake”. Best Monitor: Dell
UltraSharp 52 Thunderbolt. Best Al Device:
Lenovo Motorola Qira. Jim also shared the Best
Smart Home Tech winner—the Roborock Saros
Rover, an impressive addition to the growing
world of home robotics. These were only a sam-
pling of the remarkable devices on display. From
barcoding smart refrigerators to stairflclimbing
vacuums, the show was filled with AlRpowered
gadgets and robots for nearly every imaginable
task. It certainly looked like a fun event to experi-
ence firsthand.
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Kathy would like to learn
how to use computer
shortcuts. The first one we
took on was COPY (CTRL-C)
and PASTE (CTRL-V). HIGH-
LIGHT THE TEXT (or file or
picture), CTRL-C to copy,
CTRL-V J.J. explained the
clipboard which is a tempo-
rary storage area for data
(text, images, or files) you
copy or cut, allowing you to paste it elsewhere. In
recent Windows a Clipboard History (Win-V) is
also included to save multiple items, pin favorites
or frequently used, and even syncing across multi-
ple devices. Jan was unable to find the “pin” icon
and Don worked with her to troubleshoot the rea-
son.

10 Useful keyboard shortcuts

Ctrl | + |T =» Copy

Ctrl] + [ x| = cut

Ctrl | + |_V— =» Paste

‘ctrt] + [ A ] = select Al
Ctrl 4+ | T | = NewTab
[ctrl | + | B | « Undo

ctrt | + | U | « Underline

‘Ctrl] + [ + | = ZoomIn

Ctrl | + | = | =» Zoom out

Don demonstrated how the Print Screen key
(PrtScn) takes a screenshot, saving it to the clip-
board. Pressing Win + V opens the clipboard His-
tory, showing past

copied items you've e Clipboard

saved, allowingyou .. ST
to select and paste
them, but you must




enable it first in Settings, as it’s different from just
taking a new screenshot. To enable it, press the WIN-
DOWS KEY +V, then click TURN ON to activate clip-
board history. Use the pin icon to keep frequently
used text, links, or images permanently, preventing
them from being cleared. Pinned items stay even
after restarts.

Kathy wants to move  w= ="~
some of her files from )
her computer to her
external drive but is
receiving a message
about getting the permission of the Admin. This error
usually occurs because Windows considers the exter-
nal hard drive a restricted area, or the drive’s security
permissions are tied to a different user account (e.g.
if it was formatted on another computer). The most
common fix is to OPEN FILE EXPLORER and locate
your external hard drive. Right-click the drive and
select PROPERTIES. Go to the SECURITY TAB, then
click ADVANCED. Next to OWNER, click CHANGE.
Type EVERYONE in the box, click CHECK NAMES, then
OK. Click APPLY and then OK. You may need to re-
start your computer or safely remove and re-plug the
drive for changes to take effect.

If you’ve ever wanted to
8 sell something on eBay,
Craigslist, Poshmark, or
Facebook Marketplace
but struggled to ade-
quately describe it,
head to the website SNAPLIST.PRO . Drag and drop a
photo of the item and this website will convert your
imperfect photo into a beautiful listing in seconds.
UPLOAD YOUR PHOTO, and Al analyzes your image in
seconds, identifying the product brand, condition,
color, and key features. It then generates a compel-
ling title, detailed description, competitive price sug-
gestion, and relevant tags. You review the Al-
generated content and make any adjustments you
need. You may edit the title, description, price, or
any other field to perfectly match your item. The
Magic Enhancement feature transforms your product
photos with Al, removing backgrounds, adjust
lighting, and creating a professional looking image.

MYRETROTVS.COM is a very fun website to step back
in time and relive the nostalgia of the past decades

through these virtual

'/ televisions. Channel-
re ro surf the past by clicking
on of the TV sets
shown on the site which include the 50s, 60s, 70s,
80s, 90s, and 2000s. Using your mouse, you click
on the television set to turn the TV on and select
the year. | selected 1950. | listened to Kukla, Fran
and Ollie, then changed the channel to a 1951
football game, the Browns at Rams Championship
Game, and The Real McCoys. Inthe 1960’s | saw
Lassie, The Beverly Hillbillies, and The Dick Clark
Show. October 17", 1970 showed the Bucks vs
the Hawks game in Milwaukee, Sanford and Son,
and Helen Reddy. Every year has multiple chan-
nels with a mix of cartoons, music, news, and
much more. You're sure to be amused and it
brings back many memories.

Another fun website is:
https://quickdraw.withgoogle.com/ Here you are
given a word and have 20 seconds for Al to guess
what you’re attempting to draw. Jim was given
the task of drawing a
basket and a monkey
and both were identi-
fied correctly. Over 16
million players have
contributed millions of
drawings. These doodles are a unique data set
that can help developers train new neural net-
works, and help researches see patterns in how
people around the world draw. No artistic skills
needed.

Jim took us to
Tom’s Guide to the
Consumer Electron-
ics Show 2026
where we looked at
\ the top 27 new
gadgets. More of the same previously mentioned
here plus lots of different choices of extremely
thin televisions, fabulous gaming peripherals,
smart locks, scads of health-related devices, and
robots.

Don demonstrated how to use PRINT SCREEN and
CTRL +V to capture and manage screenshots. To
take a screenshot in Windows 11, the fastest



method is to HOLD DOWN THE WINDOWS KEY +
SHIFT + S for the Snipping Tool, WINDOWS KEY + PRT
SCN to save a full-screen image directly to files, or
just PRT SCN to copy the screen to your clipboard. To
slow that down a bit...

Windows Key + Shift + S Opens the Snipping Tool
menu. You can select rectangular, freeform, window,
or full-screen modes. The screenshot is copied to the
clipboard and appears in a pop-up window for ed-
iting.

Windows Key + Print Screen (PrtScn) Captures the
entire screen and automatically saves the file in PIC-
TURES > SCREENSHOTS.

Alt key + Print Screen (PrtScn) Captures only the ac-
tive window to your clipboard.

Print Screen (PrtScn) Captures the entire screen to
your clipboard.

CTRL+V Pastes to your document. Click where on
your document you want to paste what you just cop-
ied, then CTRL + V.

Windows Key +V Manages the Windows clipboard.

Here you can view, pin, or delete your copied screen-
shots and/or text. To enable this feature for the first
time, select TURN ON.

CTRL+ C Copies the selected or highlighted text, file,
or image to the clipboard.

To use any of the above shortcuts, you don’t use the
+ sign. You hold down the appropriate key (WIN or
CTRL or SHIFT or ALT) then tap the second mentioned
key.

Kathy was having trouble viewing the files on her ex-
ternal hard drive. Richard suggested she open them
then save them before doing anything with them. To
view files on an external hard drive, plug the drive
into your computers USB port, then open FILE EX-
PLORER (Windows key + E), and select the drive from
the navigation pane. Double -click the drive icon to
open it and view, copy, or move files.

Jim demonstrated a shortcut for finding his mouse
pointer. Just press the CTRL key. But, first you need
to enable the SHOW THE LOCATION OF POINTER
setting under SETTINGS, BLUETOOTH & DEVICES,
MOUSE, ADDITIONAL MOUSE SETTINGS, POINTER OP-
TIONS., check the box SHOW LOCATION OF POINTER

WHEN | PRESS THE CTRL KEY, APPLY, OK.

| shared the screen and showed the
size of my cursor. When typing SIG
reports, | often lose my cursor place-
ment so I've made it larger. To
change the size of your cursor, go to
SETTINGS, ACCESSIBILITY, MOUSE POINTER AND
TOUCH. Here you are able to adjust the size,
thickness, and color of your pointer and cursor.

Terry Harvey

JANUARY 2026 Q & A SIG

Those attending included Jim Hempel, Don
Skarda, Julia Rice, Terry Harveky, Betty Robinson,
J.J. Johnson, Jan Mlagan, Louise Bozek, Rita Bruce,
Karen Fenney, Margaret Cortez, Richard Durand,
and Brian Behling.

Julia noticed she looked different tonight. Her
background was blurred. What happened? In the
left-lower corner of your screen, click on VIDEO,
click on the second choice which is BLUR MY
BACKGROUND. Julia complied but then decided
she liked the blurred look since her bed might be
seen in the background.

Jim showed us a video of
“The Worst Devices of CES
2026.” The first item up was
the worst for environmental
impact: Lollipop Star. The
Worst for “Shitification” is the Bosch eBike DRM.
The worst for privacy award is Amazon Ring Sur-
veillance. Worst for cybersecurity is an Al tread-
mill. Worst for Repairability is the Samsung Smart
Refrigerator. The “Who Even Asked for This” item
was an Al coffee machine. The Peoples Choice
was an Al companion and the overall Worst in
Show was Samsung’s ad-powered refrigerator. If
you’re interested in reading more about these
products, head to https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=cxZglLm95BU .

Use your smartphone's built-in camera or photo
app to convert text from images into digital text,
commonly known as OCR (Optical Character
Recognition). On iPhone, use "Live Text" in the


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxZgILm95BU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxZgILm95BU

. Photos app. On Android, use
1 P . Google Lens, the Camera

' "9/ SCAN TEXT app, or Samsung’s gallery.
" WITH YOU

‘Ao caMERA  These tools allow you to

= copy, paste, and edit text
from images, notes, or documents. Here are a few
methods: Take a picture of the text, open in Google
Photos, TAP THE LENS ICON, SELECT TEXT, HIGHLIGHT
THE DESIRED TEXT, and select COPY TEXT. If you have
a Samsung S20 or later, the camera app has a “T” icon
that appears when text is detected. Tapping it allows
you to HIGHLIGHT AND COPY text directly. On an iPh-
one, take a picture of the text and once the yellow
frame appears around the text, tap LIVE TEXT ICON
(three lines in a square) in the bottom right corner.
Then tap to select the desired text and tap COPY.
Now with your text all highlighted and copied, OPEN
YOUR DOCUMENT and PASTE the text into your docu-

ment.

Ideogram

J.J. uses the IDEOGRAM Al program to
convert an article he has taken a picture
of and just drags and drops it. This Al
app converts it extremely fast and accu-
rately. Another thing he used this app
for was to take a picture of food, drag and drop it into
Ideogram, at the prompt just types DESCRIBE and Al
describes the food.

WlNDUWS PHONE LINK We viewed a short video,

“Accessing Your
Smartphone From Win-
dows Using Phonelink” by
sw= Todd Simons. This is very
useful for a variety of tasks such as accessing text
messages, photos, making phone calls. Richard
doesn’t like to type anything more than a few words
on his tiny phone keyboard, so he often uses
Phonelink to reply to text messages by using his com-
puter’s keyboard. This is available both for Android
and iPhones. On your PC, open the PHONELINK app
and select ANDROID or iPHONE. On your phone, go
to the Quick Menu (by pulling down from the top of
your screen) and select LINK TO WINDOWS. If you
don’t have it, you can download if from the Play
Store. For iPhones, follow the on-screen instructions
to pair via Bluetooth. PAIR your phone to the PC by
either scanning the QR code displayed on the PC or
manual pairing. Grant the necessary permissions on

your phone to allow notifications, messages, and
calls to sync. Now you will be able to manage and
view your smartphone notifications directly on
your PC, send and receive text messages via your
PC, make and receive phone calls using your PC’s
microphone and speakers, access, view, and drag-
and-drop photos from your phone, and display
your Android phone screen on your computer,
allowing you to use mobile apps with your mouse
and keyboard.

== | asked if it would be
= possible to put more
Seeo s = than one folder on my
’ T - 52 taskbar. The only two
- folders | use on my lap-
top are my WAUC folder and another folder |
keep future articles in for WAUC. Yes, it’s possible
but complicated. Brian suggested it would be
much simpler to just pin shortcuts for each folder
in my Windows 11 Start Menu. In the search box
on the task bar, type FILE EXPLORER. Locate the
desired folder, RIGHT-CLICK on the folder, PIN TO
START. Very easy, very effective.

How to Make Desktop =

D 3 e 08 =
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Next was a tip seen on Face-
book, on how to manage sub- 9,
scriptions in Gmail. OPEN S .
Gmail. Navigate to the new B e e
MANAGE SUBSCRIPTIONS fea-

ture located in the left-hand menu on the desktop
or within the app menu on your mobile device.
This tool marks active, high-volume, and frequent
marking senders, allowing for one-click unsub-
scription from unwanted newsletters and promo-
tional emails. In the upper corner (PC-left corner),
(mobile phone-right corner) select MANAGE SUB-
SCRIPTIONS. The subscriptions will be listed,
often sorted by sender frequency, click on UN-
SUBSCRIBE next to any sender to stop receiving
emails.

Spam 3

3 Another Facebook tip was how
not to get hacked on Android.

Go to SETTINGS, APPS, the three
dots in the upper corner, SPECIAL
ACCESS, INSTALL UNKNOWN
APPS, DENY ACCESS. Make sure
* all apps are DISABLED.




SHUT DOWN ISN’T ALWAYS A FULL SHUTDOWN

Brian emphasized the importance of
" completely shutting down a comput-
er, it is the safest and most reliable
|| way to turn it off. A full shutdown
closes all programs, saves system

N settings, and powers the computer
B off 5o it is no longer running or using

putting a computer to sleep or re-
starting it, both of which many people accidentally
choose without realizing it.

Before shutting down, it is important to save any
work you have open. Documents, emails, photos, or
web forms should be saved so nothing is lost. Once
your work is saved, you can begin the shutdown pro-
cess.

On a Windows comput-
er, start by clicking the
Start button, which is '
usually located in the i
lower-left corner of the |
screen. After clicking
Start, look for the Power icon. When you click the
Power icon, a small menu will appear. From that
menu, select Shut down. The computer will close all
open programs and then turn itself off. When the
screen goes completely dark and any lights or fan
noise stop, the computer is fully shut down.

On a Mac computer, the process is slightly different
but just as simple. Begin by clicking the Apple menu
in the upper-left corner of the screen. From the menu
that appears, select Shut Down. If a confirmation win-
dow appears, click Shut Down again. The Mac will
close all programs and power off. Once the screen
goes black and stays dark, the shutdown is complete.

It is important not to confuse shutting
| down with sleep or restart. Sleep mode
( ’ turns off the screen but keeps the comput-
er running in the background. Restart shuts
the computer down briefly and then turns it back on
automatically. If you want the computer completely
off, you must choose Shut Down specifically.

If a computer is frozen and will not respond to the
mouse or keyboard, a manual shutdown may be nec-
essary. In this situation, press and hold the power

button on the computer.
Continue holding it for
about five to ten seconds
until the screen goes dark
and the machine powers

off. This method should only be used when the
computer will not shut down normally, as it does
not allow programs to close in the usual way.

You can tell a computer is truly shut down when
the screen is black, no lights are blinking, and
there is no sound from the fan. On a laptop, open-
ing the lid should not cause the screen to light up
unless the power button is pressed.

Shutting down a computer completely at the end
of the day, before traveling, or when the system is
acting strangely helps keep it running smoothly.
Taking a moment to shut down properly protects
your work, your computer, and your peace of
mind.

Terry L Harvey

JANUARY 2026 SMARTPHONE SIG

Those attending were Jim Hempel, Terry Harvey,
Julia Rice, Betty Robinson, Louise Dahms, Marga-
ret Cortez, Kathy Mueller, Karen Fenney, Louise

Bozek, Don Skarda, Bill Vlach, Brian Behling, Rita
Bruce, and Richard Durand.

TR Lol Rita stated that her phone some-
SRR times goes to voicemail before
Samsung Phone .

she can get to answer it. She

wanted to know if there was a way to make it ring
longer. Terry offered this suggestion she found in
a web search -- to set phone ring duration to 30
seconds using the code 613211130# and holding
the call button should reset it.

Waiting for others to sign in to the meeting, we
watched a Charlie Berens video about winter in
Wisconsin and how to prepare for it. Its called the
Winter Survival Guide and can be watched here.
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?
v=630508822990947

Louise B stated she has been able to watch pro-
grams from various networks on demand but
couldn’t find a way to watch NBC programming.


https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=630508822990947
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=630508822990947

We discussed various alternatives includ-
ing Paramount, Sling Free and others be- \"A
fore turning to the NBC app. | installed the N\ BC
app on my phone and tried going through

the sign in procedure at least three times and finally
gave up. Later on, a solution was presented to her but
her current phone is well over 90% memory use and
couldn’t handle a 5 to 6 Gig file.

There are a lot of news apps for your phone that can
access free programming. Every major network has at
least one and the local TV stations generally have an
app that carries their local stories.

Some even have multiple apps, like Fox,
Fox for example. Note the one called Fox

Local. When installed this app will ask
you for your location to determine which channel you
watch for Fox TV. Enter the setup information and
you can use this app when traveling to watch Fox 6
programming “live”.

The NBC sign in attempt brought Login or Join

up the subject of signing in with
other credentials. After a brief —

discussion, the majority agreed | 7 Lol Govat
one should never sign in to a new app with one of
your other credentials like Google or Facebook. It is
just not a good idea. Some other sources may agree
that it is ok and better than another weak password.
True, but create a strong password. Remember,
whenever you use Google or some other service to
login to another site, they're sharing data back and
forth about you. That is NOT a good thing for you.

We briefly discussed the televi-
SpeC'fumb sion channels that can now be ac-

cessed with only an antenna, usu-
ally over 50. When someone noted that one of the
channels focused on Westerns, the subject switched
to Spectrum -- what channel in Spectrum is the equiv-
alent? Turns out Spectrum 727 is all Westerns.

Karen told the group she had some old equipment
such as an IR Blaster and others. She is not using any
of it. There were no takers with only a suggestion to
use it as a doorstop.

Then we watched a video, that discussed “ghost” stu-
dents. These are people that steal other’s identity

and use that identity to enroll in schools, usually com-
munity colleges. Then they make applications to vari-

ous agencies for school funding
subsidies and make off with the
money they collect, never
attending classes. One school
reported that they estimated
one third of the people enrolled
are frauds, called “ghost” students. The video is
quite eye-opening and begs the question, have
you frozen your credit at the major credit monitor
companies, like Transunion and Equifax. If not, it
is highly recommended. Otherwise, you could be
next. You can watch the 8-minute video here.
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?
v=1852823858726461

Bill complained he gets many text messages that
about a website

are scams.
RELIEF CHECK
) SCAM EXPLAINED
called Myrelief.com.

It goes like this, “Hey, it's Dan from
www.myreliefcheck.com. Our records show you
may have S5286 waiting in a relief check that's
already been issued in your name, but has not yet
been collected. This could be from past relief pro-
grams or federal assistance payments. Visit
www.myreliefcheck.com. Search your name and
collect it before it's returned."” Other members
brought up examples of scams they were getting
in the form of emails, texts, and phone calls. Most
common response to the phone calls was don’t
answer them, let it go to voicemail, which rarely
happens.

20%

of California

community college
applications

Don commented

== One big OOPs was discussed -
SM EPWSURQWW a problem with Siri recording

private conversations. It re-
sulted in legal action. Apple
PAYU“T agreed to a $95 million class-
action settlement in 2025 re-
garding allegations that Siri recorded private con-
versations without user consent and shared some
data with advertisers. The lawsuit alleged Siri acti-
vated accidentally—even without the "Hey Siri"
trigger—recording confidential conversations be-

tween 2014 and 2024, with contractors later ana-
lyzing the audio.

Next the subject of digital pricing came up. There
are several companies using this. You may have


https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1852823858726461
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1852823858726461

seen electronic price tags on Kohls Department store
shelves. Others, such as Kroger and Walmart, are ex-
perimenting with them in several of their stores. We
focused on Kroger to get a sense of what they and
others were doing. From the store to the kitchen, gro-
cery shopping is part of everyone’s experience. And
now artificial intelligence is becoming part of the rou-
tine for shoppers...leading to questions about how Al
is used in the store. From the potential for price surg-
ing to using Al to help with supply and demand, there
are many use cases and questions.

Kroger, in partnership with Microsoft, is
rolling out digital pricing, known as
Electronic Shelf Labels (ESLs), and has
tested technology involving cameras on
these screens to enhance customer experience,
though the extent and nature of their use of facial
recognition have been heavily debated and scruti-
nized. While Kroger has denied using "surge pricing"
and facial recognition for pricing, lawmakers have
raised concerns about "surveillance pricing" —using Al
and cameras to target consumers with personalized
prices based on age, gender, and buying behavior.
This practice is also called dynamic pricing and allows
companies to change the price multiple times a day.

.1.30
sasocoseosos | IINERANILINNRNE

There is a good video that explains what is going on.
It’s about 6 minutes long and can be watched here.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=66i3M-zI0eg

Our attention turned to digital assis-
tants and it seems like every major
tech company in the world has their
own version of it. There are billions of digital assis-
tants in use globally, with an estimated 8.4 billion
voice-enabled Al assistants projected to be in use.
The market is dominated by a few major players that
include Google Assistant, Amazon Alexa, Apple Siri,
Microsoft Copilot, and Samsung Bixby.

We looked up how Bixby could be
G Bixby used on a Samsung phone to con-

vert voice calls to text. Thisis
done in the Phone App on a Samsung phone. Other
phone manufacturers may have their own versions of
this. This feature is in the Phone app and Settings. Go
to Settings, found by clicking on the three vertical
dots. Then follow this path. SETTINGS/BIXBY TEXT
CALL/ TURN ON/ ENGLISH/ BISBY TEXT CALL (On

Digital

Assistants

Home Screen) with a simple tap, this will convert
the voice to text.

Bixby is strongly focused on phone controls. Sam-
sung's Bixby is an Al assistant designed for deep
control of Samsung devices (phones, watches,
TVs, smart appliances) using voice, text, or taps.
Key uses include executing phone commands
(changing settings, opening apps, sending messag-
es), managing smart home devices via Smart-
Things, translating languages, identifying objects
with Bixby Vision, and automating tasks with
Bixby Routines.

A quick search for how Bixby can be used brought
these results: Hands-free messaging-dictate and
send texts or WhatsApp messages while driving.
Smart home control—Manage SmartThings com-
patible devices such as turning off lights or
starting a robot vacuum. Media and app manage-
ment-Open specific apps, play music, or find pho-
tos in your gallery. Accessibility support-Helps
users with vision impairments by reading text
aloud or describing scenes through the camera.

You can create "Quick Commands" to trigger mul-
tiple actions with a single short phrase. For in-
stance, saying "Goodnight" could simultaneously
turn on Do Not Disturb, set your alarm, and acti-
vate the Blue Light Filter.

For more information on what new things Bixby
can do, you can watch this video entitled “New
Update Keeps Bixby Alive on Samsung Galaxy
Phones” It’s about 5 minutes long.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FOIRIJ1Xz04

If you decide to try out Bixby, let us know how it
worked for you at a future meeting.

Jim Hempel

January 2026 WAUC Lunch


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=66i3M-zl0eg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FOlRlJ1Xz04

WAUC: Wisconsin All-computer Users Club, WAUC was established to provide an educational forum for people interested in
learning about computers and related devices. WAUC provides educational programs and publications for its members, as well as
providing social and charitable opportunities for the membership. While WAUC is a private club and doesn’t share any member in-
formation outside the club, we encourage members to interact with other members and to facilitate this we publish a membership
directory, an email, and promote via a public Facebook group where we often add pictures of group events and our public website.

WAUCTtalk is a publication of the Wisconsin All-computer Users Club. WAUC is a computer club dedicated to promoting and in-
structing the use of computers by WAUC members. WAUCtalk is emailed to all WAUC membership. Free advertising is available
to all WAUC members. We are not responsible for omissions or errors.

WAUC Application for Membership / Renewal
Name

Address

email

City State Zip

What do you want to do with your computer?

To join WAUC, please send a completed form along with a check for $30 ($15 after July 1st) to cover dues from
January 1st through December 31st, 2026.

WAUC

% Bob Banerian

P.O. Box 340883
Milwaukee, WI 53234-0883

First Class

TECH MADE SIMPLE—FOR EVERY GENERATION
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