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JULY 2026 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear WAUC Members and Friends,

July brings with it the warmth of
summer and the opportunity to re-
flect on the many friends and edu-
cational sessions we enjoy. It is a

season of growth, fellowship, and
renewed commitment to the values that unite us
as a community.

As we gather for meetings and special events, | am
reminded that our organization's greatest strength
lies in the dedication of our members. Your will-
ingness to volunteer your time, share your talents,
and support one another ensures that our tradi-
tions continue to thrive while welcoming new ide-
as and new faces.

This month, | encourage each of us to reach out to
a fellow member, invite a guest to one of our ac-
tivities, and look for opportunities to reach out to
our communities. Small acts of kindness and
friendship strengthen the bonds that make our
association special.

Thank you for your continued support of WAUC
and for all that you do to make our organization
successful. | look forward to seeing many of you at
our upcoming events and sharing in the fellowship
that makes our association such a rewarding part
of our lives.

May you and your families enjoy a safe, and happy

summer.
Don Skarda

WAUC President

Robert ). Banerian, CPCU, ARM
Personal and Commercial Insurance

Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter

Banerian & Associates, Inc.

86168 W, Greenficld Ave, #A-300
West Allis, W] 53214

banerianassoc@mibvpc.com
414-259-1396
Faw: 414-259-1398




JUNE 2026 TUTORIAL SIG

Those attending included Don Skarda, Terry Harvey,
Julia Rice, Betty Robinson, J.J. Johnson, Jan Mlagan,
Marcia Zientek, Kathy Mueller, Louise Bozek, Louise
Dahmes, Brian Behling, and visitors Donald Paulus, and
David Paulus.

The first question of the
evening was by Louise B
asking why she first gets
Facebook postings after
they have already oc-
curred. Instead of showing
content in exact chronological order, Facebook priori-
tizes posts it thinks you will interact with. The algo-
rithm tried to predict content you’ll find interesting
based on your past activity rather than when it was
originally published. If you prefer to view content as
it happens, you can bypass the algorithm by changing
your feed settings. On your feed, click THE FEED/
FILTER/DROPDOWN icon (often labeled ALL or MOST
RELEVANT and change it to MOST RECENT to force
chronological order.

Locate a Member Group

Since there weren’t any additional ques-
tions, Kathy wanted to share an update
on her computer. Dead hard drive. She
had taken it to Milwaukee PC for repairs
and that was their diagnosis. Since they
wanted $400 to replace the hard drive, she opted for
a new computer. They were able to transfer most of
the information from the old computer to the new
computer. Louise D asked what they charge for that

service, $75.
Brian uses Chrome Remote
Desktop so he is able to see
2 everything on his home
computer regardless of where he is. It’s also very
useful for seamless transitions to new devices. Turn
on CHROME SYNC to automatically back up your
bookmarks, passwords, and open tabs so they appear
whenever you log in. On your HOME COMPUTER,
open Chrome and go to CHROME REMOTE DESKTOP
ACCESS. Under SET UP REMOTE ACCESS, click the
DOWNLOAD icon and follow the prompts to install
the service. Create a secure PIN that you will use to
log in. When away from home, open Chrome on any
device, go to the same link, and click ACCESS to view
your home screen.

Chrome

Remote Desktop

It's also possible to transfer information this way
to a new computer using your same settings, ex-
tensions, and bookmarks using Chrome Sync.
From your old/current computer: Open Chrome
and click on your PROFILE ICON (top right corner
of the browser). Select TURN ON SYNC and sign in
using your Google Account. Choose to sync every-
thing (recommended). Your passwords, history,
and bookmarks are now backed up to the cloud.
On your new computer, download and open
Chrome. Click on the PROFILE ICON in the top
right corner and sign into the exact same Google
account. Click LINK DATA. All your previous infor-
mation, extensions, and saved data will automati-
cally load into the new browser. Be aware, using
Google Sync or Google Drive for Desktop is not a
true backup solution, but rather a file synchroniza-
tion service. This is not a full system backup as it
doesn’t back up your entire operating system, in-
stalled software, or hidden local files, making it
impossible to restore your computer after a hard-
ware crash.

The easiest way to back up a computer is to use
an automatic cloud service like Microsoft
OneDrive on Windows or Apple’s built-in Time
Machine on a Mac. These methods require almost
no technical setup and securely save your files in
the background. The Cloud Method is the easiest.
This method automatically copies your files to the
internet as you work. The best part is if your com-
puter breaks or gets lost, you can log into your
account from any other device to access your files.
For Windows, you already have OneDrive built-in.
Microsoft gives you 5 GB of free storage with inex-
pensive options to upgrade. You simply go to SET-
TINGS, select SYNC AND BACKUP and turn on the
toggle for the folders you want to save (usually
DESKTOP and DOCUMENTS. For Mac, use iCloud.
Go to SYSTEM SETTINGS, (YOUR NAME), ICLOUD,
ICLOUD DRIVE, and toggle on DESKTOP AND DOC-
UMENTS FOLDERS to sync them automatically.
These methods are not good for your photos and
videos as use will
use your free space
up quickly. These
are easiest backed
up in GOOGLE PHO-
TOS or ICLOUD or




by using an automated cloud service. Another way to
backup is to make an image of your hard drive by us-
ing an app like EasyBackup. This requires you also
have a rescue disk, a program needed to boot up
your computer and to recover your image. Brian
doesn’t like this unless you make a new image at
least every week. He recommends using FILE HISTO-
RY which is built-in to Windows but you will also need
to have another external drive, USB drive, or network
drive to back up to.

Q Don S likes using Firefox’s free VPN
2 ) service but finds he sometimes has a
problem opening a website. | have
» also encountered that same problem.
Don S just pauses the use of the VPN
| when that happens, and | decided to
=== just shut down the VPN totally.
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Next, we moved on to our

main topic, AppControl. This @ AppControl
is the awesome app the pre-

senter, Chris Taylor, taught us about at the General
Meeting. AppControl is a free Windows tool that acts
like a visual, historical version of your standard Task
Manager. Instead of just showing what your PCis do-
ing right now, it acts like a DVR for your computer,
recording a timeline of hardware performance, tem-
perature, and background activity. We might want to
use it to easily figure out why our computer is sud-
denly slowing down or running hot. When a mystery
app causes a spike or your fan kicks on, you can simp-
ly hover your mouse over the AppControl graph,
scroll back in time, and see exactly which program
caused the issue. Because it acts as a DVR of our
computer, we could use it with any Al program to
trouble shoot the performance of our computer.

Backing up your comput-

er simply copies your AL 218y
personal files (like photos 3 ;
and documents) so you
can easily access them

on another device. Cre-
ating an image file takes
a perfect "snapshot" of
your entire system, in-
cluding your operating
system and settings.

> ~
- @ SEcuRELY
BACKED UP

Backups

e Pros: Fast to complete, uses much less storage
space, and makes finding specific files a breeze.

Cons: If your computer crashes, you will have to
reinstall all your programs and adjust your settings
from scratch.

Image Files

e Pros: Offers a complete restore. If your hard
drive fails, you can recover your entire computer
exactly as you left it—programs, settings, and files
included.

e Cons: Takes much longer to create, requires a
large storage drive, and it can be difficult to ex-
tract just one or two individual files.

For the best protection, many people use a back-
up for everyday files and create an image file for
major system setups. Brian reminds us if we have
an image file, we also need to have a bootable res-
cue disk to boot up your
computer. Backup, back-
up, backup!

Locate a Member Group

As a part of your WAUC
membership, you are also
able to attend the meetings of any other comput-
er club in APCUG. If you wanted, you could attend
a computer meeting a few times every day, with
varied levels of expertise. Their website http://
ugls.apcug.org/FindUserGroup.aspx CHOOSE A
STATE and click on SEARCH. Click on each site
you’re interested in. Send an email to their con-
tact person asking if you could join in on their next
online meeting. Everyone loves visitors!

Terry L Harvey



https://www.appcontrol.com/
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JUNE 2026 Q & A SIG

Those attending included Jim Hempel, Don Skarda,
Terry Harvey, Rita Bruce, Richard Durand, Brian Beh-
ling, J.J. Johnson, Kathy Mueller, Karen Fenney, Julia
Rice, Betty Zientera, Jan Mlagan, Betty Robinson,
Louise Bozek, and Tom McAndrew.

We had a short discussion on the July
Tutorial SIG. Instead of the usual SIG,
we’re going to have a special presenta-
tion on ID Thetft, if possible. More news
on that to follow.

Betty Z is having a problem in the Google

Messages app. She is used to dictating re-
' ports and would like to use talk to text for

emails and texting however she has some
uniqgue names and words she would like the app to
recognize. She has tried Gboard but wasn’t satisfied
with the results. One thought would be to use the
Google Assistant. Just say, “Hey Google. Send a text
message to (contact name)” or “Hey Google. Send an
email to (contact name).” To set it up you need to be
sure you have Gboard downloaded and set as your
default keyboard. Open any app like (Messages or
Gmail) and tap a text field to bring up the keyboard.
Make sure you have given the microphone permis-
sions by selecting ALLOW ONLY WHILE USING THE
APP. Tap the MICROPHONE icon to start speaking.
You will need to speak your punctuation like
“comma,” “period,” “question mark”, or “new line”.
When you're finished, say “Okay Google, send”.

J.J. recommends using Google Docs

or Microsoft Word, and mentioned q
that Al summary apps can also tran-
scribe longer content. Betty asked
about integrating Al into email and text, and J.J. clari-

fied that these tools are best used in document ed-
iting applications rather than basic text input.

Tom has been experimenting
with Al and is finding it very ex-
ABOUT AI citing. He’s been using it for ge-
nealogy and his stamp collection.
Don Gardner uses it to write music. Many of us use it
for plant and tree Identification. Some of us use it to
increase or decrease the size of recipes. The uses are
infinite. It’s always fun to hear how other members
are making use of it. | find it exciting too, Tom.

EXCITED

AppControl is an app to

“Power Up Your Task Man- @ AppControI
ager”. Itis a free, advanced

task manager alternative for

Windows that provides historical system monitor-
ing, privacy alerts, and hardware logging. Unlike
the native Windows Task Manager, it acts like a
digital flight recorder for your PC. It continuously
tracks your CPU, GPU, RAM, disk usage, and tem-
peratures. You can scroll back in time to see ex-
actly which app caused a system spike or fan-
noise event. It allows you to permanently disable
problem apps, create custom rules, and block en-
tire app publishers. Download it here: https://
www.appcontrol.com/

Kathy has a new laptop and in

the process of setting it up she

has encountered frozen screens a

' few times. When that happens,

she’s forced to shut down. Instead, she should end
the problematic app by pressing CTRL+ALT+DEL.
That will bring up the Task Manager. HIGHLIJGHT
TASK MANAGER by using your arrow keys and
press ENTER. HIGHLIGHT the PROCESSES, or PRO-
GRAM that’s frozen and END TASK.

ESET is the antivirus Kathy uses.
ESET is widely considered a
highly effective, top-tier antivi- Digital Security
rus. It’s celebrated for its light- EERETRIREEELR
weight performance and excel-

lent malware detection rates in independent lab
testing. Kathy can see all the files but some she
can’t open. She should try RIGHT-CLICKING the
file and see who has the rights to the file.

Louise B can’t find her
ChatGPT chatGPT conversations. She
was advised to click on the
hamburger menu in the upper right corner. While
some of her conversations are there, not all are.
ChatGPT will only keep the conversations made
when you're logged in.

Karen receives a pop-up note that reads, ‘Metered
Network Warning! We noticed a connection
you’re on may charge extra. Outlook is working

ffli b - 0
Sre'vneen?’ Metered Network Warning


https://www.appcontrol.com/
https://www.appcontrol.com/

data charges”. She gets this message on her laptop
and tablet, but never on her desktop. She must have
set that up at some point in time. To change it go to
SETTINGS, NETWORK & INTERNET, and click on
ETHERNET. Windows can help you track data usage
to stay under your limit — they will warn you when
you’re close, but that won’t change your data plan.

[ ]
ject of deleting the pic- " FI Ies
tures she has included in

text messages at some point in time. Instead, down-
load FILES BY GOOGLE app. OPEN the app, tap the
BROWSE tab at the bottom, then select IMAGES (or
VIDEOS). Swipe through the folder tables at the top
until you find the folder explicitly named MESSAGES.

Louise B has been working
on the very tedious pro-

Long-press the first image to activate selection mode,

choose everything you want to clear out, and tap the
TRASH icon. If the goal is just to free

up storage, then don’t delete the pic- . v
tures from Google Messages. There’s o v o xom
a much easier and safer way. OPEN ~ © v« surea
Google Photos. Tap your PROFILE SN
PICTURE in the upper-right corner. il i
Tap FREE UP SPACE. Google Photos

will identify photos and videos that

have already been backed up and offer to remove
only the copies stored on your phone. Confirm. This
way your photos and videos stay in Google Photos

and your text conversations stay in Google Messages.

Eligible Facebook users who successfully filed and
cashed their initial claim in the $725
million Cambridge Analytica privacy
class-action lawsuit are receiving a sec-
ond “bonus” distribution. Jim filed and
has received a $6.50 credit in his PayPal

account.

Milwaukee Magazine at https://

www.milwaukeemag.com/ allows you to sign up for a

monthly Events Calendar.

9to5Google at https://9to5g0ogle.com/ is a popular
technology news website and media network dedi-

cated to covering all things related to the Google eco-

system. It tracks breaking news, hardware an-
nouncements, software updates, and developer fea-

tures for Android, Pixel, Chromebooks, Google Home,

TuD

and Gemini Al. This is a very informative site.

Lastly, Jim showed us a very WeWALK

short video titled, “WeWalk
Smart Cane 2”. WeWalk com-
bines the confidence of a tradi-
tional cane with powerful, built-in smart features
like voice navigation, obstacle detection, and ex-
ploration support. https://wewalk.io/en/

Terry L Harvey

JUNE 2026 SMARTPHONE SIG

Those attending were Jim Hempel, Terry Harvey,
Don Skarda, Richard Durand, Louise Dahms, Betty
Robinson, Julia Rice, Louise Bozek, Karen Fenny,
Dave Paulus, Don Gardner, Naomi Haag, Donald
Paulus, Marcia Zientek, and Bill James.

We began the meeting by welcoming three new
people to our Zoom meeting, visitor Naomi Haig,
and new members Donald and Dave Paulus. After
brief introductions, Terry discussed WAUC’s sign-
in procedure for our weekly Zoom meetings every
Thursday evening. Terry went over the Groups in-
vite that is sent out three times before each
meeting and proceeded to talk about how each
member can add an icon on their Home screen
that will open up the Zoom meeting with a simple
click.

To do that, find one of the invite
emails sent to you and open it. Half-
way down you will see a link to con-
nect to the meeting, in blue color.
Drag your mouse over the entire link
and then right click on the highlighted
area. A popup will appear. Click on Save link ad-
dress. This will cause the File Explorer to open
with a random numeric File name already filled in.
Change this to something you understand, like
WAUC Zoom Mtg. Then select Desktop and Save
the WAUC Zoom Mtg file link. You will find it on
your Home screen where it may look like a
Chrome browser link with the name you selected.
Now to join a meeting on Thursday, simply click on
that icon.

Karen told us that the two Walmart gift cards she


https://www.milwaukeemag.com/
https://www.milwaukeemag.com/
https://9to5google.com/
https://wewalk.io/en/

=+ won when playing Bingo were not

| valid when she tried to use them. No
one else mentioned any issues and

¥ she will be sent new ones. If you have
a Walmart glft card from WAUC that doesn’t work,
please let us know so we can replace it.

Next, we took a look at a website Terry
discovered that has an abundance of live
TV programs and radio broadcasts. Click
here to watch television shows anywhere
in the world: https://famelack.com/

By mousing over the globe and clicking on an area,
you are able to select the geographic area and then
see on the right a listing of the material available. If
you select the USA, you can find
things like National Lampoon, Acorn
TV Mysteries and loads of other ma-
terial. If you stick with English lan-
guage countries, you’ll be able to un-
derstand what is on the programming selected. Or
for fun, you can try another country, such as Cambo-
dia and learn Khmer.

Marcia mentioned that her apartment
building has DirectTV service and it uses a
remote TV control just for the DirectTV
programming. We discussed that other
options may be available such as selecting
the antenna input source and watching
live TV with just a small flat panel TV
broadcast antenna.

I On a side note, | was talking to a
friend who told me that Channel 4 is
m no longer provided by the cable TV
service provider due to some dispute
between that cable company and WTMJ. If you have
this issue, simply add a low-cost flat panel antenna,
typically $15 to $50, and you will be able to get over

40 local broadcast channels including Channel 4, all
for free.

Rita asked about the process used to save
a scanned image of a document with the
phone’s camera. | got my phone connect-
ed to the Zoom meeting so | could
demonstrate it and all could see what |
was doing. | picked a small pamphlet,
placed it on my desk, opened the camera

app and pointed it at the document which was
surrounded by other stuff on my desktop. When
the pamphlet is focused in the camera screen, the
phone recognizes it as a document and puts small
yellow corners on it and the word SCAN appears.
Tap SCAN, and in a few seconds, all the back-
ground with disappear and only the pamphlet was
left. Then click Save and it will be stored in your
Gallery app. We didn’t demonstrate this next item
during this process. If you don’t tap SCAN, and you
tap the small T that also appears, you will instantly
scan and copy the text in the picture. For more
details, check out this YT video. How to Extract
Text from a Photo https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Thk2bOvVFqc

Richard mentioned he gets
randomly appearing scam
messages, ads and other
troubling messages. A few
other members mentioned
that they also get those
messages. It’s a common
issue and a tough one to
analyze because there are
multiple sources of it. Perhaps you downloaded an
app that had software bugs or some malicious
code. There were several suggestions to try to re-
solve it. Remove apps that you aren’t using any
more. Try Avast, AVG or Malwarebytes software,
they are free, and run a scan on your phone. Simp-
ly delete the messages, don’t click on anything.
Scan your notifications and see if any look suspi-
cious.

Cleanup required right now!
Your wall run slower and your battery
will dratn quickly
Clear memory and remove intrusive
ads from your phone to fix this
problem and speed up your

.:j nstall Android Cleaner fo

' e FREE to clean your

immediately!
&

Install Cancel

A comment was made that Best Buy
had cleaned up issues on their
phone for free, it was some time
ago. They may even have a Samsung
store inside to help. Here is a short video on the
subject that may have some tips. It’s about 5
minutes in length and is titled How to Stop Pop-up
Ads on Androids. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=MTly2Hz13fs

Some manufacturers put
g Samsung Knox software on the phones to
help with this. Samsung
uses Knox software and an app called Auto Block-
er to minimize these annoyances. Auto Blocker is


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Thk2bOvVFqc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Thk2bOvVFqc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MTIy2Hz13fs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MTIy2Hz13fs

a built-in security feature on

+ b e Samsung Galaxy devices that
. Gwﬁmy @ T . protects your phone from un-
7 S authorized apps, malicious
USB commands, and hidden
malware. Only apps from offi-
cial stores such as the Google Play Store and Galaxy
Store can be installed. If you try to install an app from
an unauthorized source, a warning message will be
displayed, and the app will not be installed. This fea-
ture effectively prevents the installation of malicious
apps, which are the main attack route for phishing.
Samsung also uses Message Guard to block malware

hidden in texted images.

Google Play
Protect

| Only download apps
«  from safe stores.

41N Protect your device. Protect your data.

Google Play Protect is already built into
your non-Samsung Android phone. It
continuously scans your device for mali-
cious apps and harmful code. Check its
status by opening the Google Play
Store, tapping your profile icon, and selecting Play
Protect. You can get a lot of information by asking Al
if there is an app that provides protection similar to
Auto Block on Samsung.

= — | brought up an email containing
@ PUTICOROYY an invitation from an app called

o Punchbowl, a popular app for
getting invites out to people for
an upcoming party, event, etc. It
contained an invite to a party for
a person that | worked with years ago. | got suspi-
cious because | haven’t heard from him in decades.
After scrolling over the invite, | found five place that
were live links, all leading to the same place. The
email looked like it came from this person, not from
Punchbowl. Before clicking on any of the live links, |
found this information. All legitimate Online Invita-
tions and Digital Greeting Cards sent from Punchbowl
via email will come from mail@mail.punchbowl|.com.
That’s a clue for me to stay away and stay safe.

A question came up about the validity of URL ad-
dresses and how to check them. We found a site that
can check them online, no download is needed to
check out the URL. | copied the URL from one of the
Punchbowils five hot link areas.

| asked the Adviser why that was the case and it re-
turned the following reasons.

The owner of the website is using a service to hide
their identity on WHOIS

According to Tranco this

TRANCO site has a low rank.

logistics

8

and fraud sites.

The registrar has a high
percentage of spammers

This website is (very) young.

We tried to analyze the content of the site but
failed.

This website has been reported for Phishing
by IPQS.

This website has been reported as Suspicious
by IPQS.

It was the right decision to avoid clicking on any
of the links in this email. Make sure you check
things out before you click, and when in doubt,
take the safe path and move on.

If you have a questionable email,
be sure to use an email verifying
service such as https.//
isthisspam.org/.

isthisspam?

Jim Hempel

JUNE 2026 LEADERSHIP MINUTES

Those present were: Don Skarda, Jim Hempel, Jan
Mlagan, Terry Harvey, Richard Druand, Deb Kolter,
Bob Banerian, and Brian Behling.

Please make a note, the gth of the month is the
deadline for all minutes and other materials to be
submitted for the newsletter.

A vote was taken at the June 2026 General
Meeting, and it was decided that we would have
Bingo at the July 30" (5" Thursday) meeting.

We need to get in touch with Don Gardner to get
prizes for the next Bingo. He will need to get
Walmart gift cards and possibly stamps and enve-
lopes to send out the “big” winnings.

It was brought to our attention that Kathy
Mueller, who is our sunshine lady”, had been buy-
ing all the sunshine cards and not getting reim-
bursed. She is also paying for the stamps too. It
was suggested that we give her a check for $25 to


mailto:mail@mail.punchbowl.com

cover the cost of stamps and cards. As needed, the
club will give her more money to cover the costs that
occur.

We also need to contact Don Gardner to find out how
he is paying for the stamps and envelopes to send
out to Bingo winners.

Note to Tom Martini: the club is wondering if you still
have any stamps or other items from the club? Thank
you for all your years of service. We hope you’re en-
joying your new home.

Don’t be too shy to submit receipts when you buy
something for the club. We have money to cover the
cost of items that are OK’d by the club.

Richard announced that there were 3 people at the
last Investment SIG. If you’re interested in learning
about investing, come and join the group at the Wau-
watosa Library. The next meeting will be June 23" at
6:00.

The May lunch at Meyer’s was attended by about 12
people. It is so nice to spend time with club members
outside of the meetings. Come and join in the cama-
raderie at the next lunch on June 23" at 1:00.

Deb wanted people to know that she has been work-
ing on the club directory. We went over the one she
submitted to us and we found where some changes
need to be made.

The next Leadership meeting will be held on July 20"
at 7:30. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Jan Mlagan

DON’T OVERTHINK YOUR Al PROMPT

This is much easier than you think. The secret is simple.

Treat the Al like a helpful, slightly literal grandkid. Speak or

type to it normally.

I'll give you an example. This faded, crooked picture is of
my great-grandparents.

a

| opened ChatGPT and in the chat box typed: Straighten
and colorize this photo.

This is my result. Try it. It really is that easy.

Terry L Harvey

I wonder why we
are so so obsessed
to find

intelligent

life on

other planets,

when we can't

even find
intelligent life here?

June 2026 WAUC Lunch




WAUC: Wisconsin All-computer Users Club, WAUCwas established to provide an educ:

|l earning about computers and related devices. WAUC provi de
providing social and charitable opportuniti &s sfhoarr et haen ymemel
formation outside the club, we encourage members topinter:
directory, an email, and promote via a public Facebdaek gr

WAUCtalki s a publicati onomputhbe Wsecen€l aobAl WAUC i s a comput e
structing the use of computers by WAUC members. WAUCt al k i
to all WAUC members. We are not responsible for omissions

WAUC Application for Membership / Renewal

Name _ _ _ _ _ L
Address _ _ _ _ _
emai | _ _ _ _ _
city _ _ _ o _______________ State______ _ _ Zi_p_ _ __
What do you want to do with your computer=?___
To join WAUC, pl ease send a completed form along with a cl
January 1st through December 31st, 2026.

WAUC

% Bob Baneri an
P. O. Box 340883
Mi |l waukee, -0WIB353234

First Class

TECH MADE SIMPLE—FOR EVERY GENERATION



